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Security personnel pay tribute on the National Forest Martyrs Day at Aranya Bhavan in Bengaluru on Thursday. It is celebrated annually on
September 11 to honour those who sacrificed their lives to protect India's forests and wildlife. SUDHAKARA JAIN

Security personnel pay tribute on the National Forest Martyrs Day at Aranya Bhavan in
Bengaluru on Thursday. It is celebrated annually on

September 11 to honour those who sacrificed their lives to protect India's forests and wildlife.
SUDHAKARA JAIN
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P.P. Thankachan passes away

Veteran Congress
leader P.P.
Thankachan passes
away

g SO AT
dt.dt. e &
e

. Kerala’s veteran Congress
leader and former Speaker P.P.
Thankachan, 87, passed away at
a hospital in Ernakulam on
Thursday.

A & iy ST a1 iR gd
Ttz . f. deTee, 87, T TEAR
W 1 G 3 G aredaTe 3 Fiee
VEteran Congr ess eader fﬁw'Doctors attributed his death

to acute respiratory illness and
complications of advanced age.

SiaeR] A 301 g HT SR TR
Kerala’s veteran Congress leader and former o[ T 3R 39U A W
Speaker P.P. Thankachan, 87, passed away at a Sfeaansii & g
hospital in Ernakulam on Thursday. Doctors »  Hewasborn at Angamaly

attributed his death to acute respiratory illness
and complications of advanced age. He was born

in 1939 to a Jacobite priest,
Father Paulose Pynadath, and
Annamma.

at Angamaly in 1939 to a Jacobite priest, Father ST I 1939 H STHISH H gan
Paulose Pynadath, and Annamma. A lawyer by | 3 ot ﬁaj;;g? et Tey
profession, he forayed into electoral politics at a %ﬁ". El T TS SR I ST
relatively young age. He served as the 14th . A lawyer by profession, he

Speaker of the Kerala Legislative Assembly from
1991 to 1995 and as Agriculture Minister in 1995.

forayed into electoral politics at a
relatively young age.

T gabid gH & A1d, Ioi
3{UETPHd HH Y | ATd! ISt
H PeH 3|

o He served as the 14th Speaker of the Kerala Legislative Assembly from 1991 to 1995 and

as Agriculture Minister in 1995.

35 1991 | 1995 0% HI@ FAUTFRIUT & 149 Thew F FU H 3R 1995 ¥ HfY Wt & Fu

Jar &t
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First tri-service all-women
circumnavigation sailing
expedition flagged off

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Commemorating women
power and the vision of a
developed India, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh on
Thursday virtually flagged
off a historic tri-service all-
women circumnavigation
sailing expedition — Samu-
dra Pradakshina - from
the Gateway of India in
Mumbiai.

The expedition is the
first of its kind in the
world.

Addressing the gather-
ing from South Block in
New Delhi, Mr. Singh de-
scribed the initiative, a first
of its kind, as a glowing
symbol of nari shakti (wo-
men power), the jointness
of the armed forces, self-re-
liant India (Aatmanirbhar

Historic journey: A navy officer shakes hands with members of the
‘Samudra Pradakshina’, in Mumbai on Thursday. ANI

Bharat) and India’s global
vision.

The route

According to the Ministry
of Defence, over the next
nine months, 10 women of-
ficers from the Army, Navy
and Air Force will sail on-
board the indigenously-
built Indian Army Sailing

Vessel (IASV) Triveni, a 50-
foot yacht.

They will follow an east-
erly route covering nearly
26,000 nautical miles,
crossing the Equator twice
and rounding the three
great Capes — Leeuwin,
Horn and Good Hope.
They will return to Mum-
bai in May 2026.

First tri-service all-women circumnavigation sailing
expedition flagged off

ggar f3-3ar ot afgar aRywor e i &

e Commemorating women power and the vision of a developed India, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh on Thursday virtually flagged off a historic tri-service
all-women circumnavigation sailing expedition — Samudra Pradakshina —
from the Gateway of India in Mumbai.
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wfger wfat ok fasRya uRd o1 2P &1 IR0 HRA gU, 38T Tt Iy Rig 3 AR &t
Hag & feq 3w sfEar I Tqg wefaron e AaeRie H-Jar gof afger ufrywo e
SR 3T g U ¥ a1 A

e The expedition is the first of its kind in the world.
T8 AT g & st IRg &1 ugen g1

e Addressing the gathering from South Block in New Delhi, Mr. Singh described the
initiative, a first of its kind, as a glowing symbol of nari shakti (women power), the
jointness of the armed forces, self-reliant India (Aatmanirbhar Bharat) and India’s
global vision.

7% feeett & A8y AT § U &I A&IUd Hd g¢, Mt Rig 7 9 ugdl IR fFe e o
A S, TR Tl B THdT, SMTAHR HRd 3R HIRd @1 afyye =Y &1 udie sam

e The route

e According to the Ministry of Defence, over the
next nine months, 10 women officers from the
Army, Navy and Air Force will sail onboard the
indigenously-built Indian Army Sailing Vessel
(IASV) Triveni, a 50-foot yacht.

T&T HATAT & AR, 3 I = Tl & |,
AT 3R aTgET BT 10 HigEn iftrdrt v A
faffa yrdg J91 Ao g (Asv) Bavh, st fe
50 Je &I gie §, W G Bl

¢ They will follow an easterly route covering nearly

26,000 nautical miles, crossing the Equator twice
and rounding the three great Capes — Leeuwin,
Horn and Good Hope.

d 26,000 ifewa Wia &1 g 99 FHRd U gd fe=m
& AT R TN, YA @ DI & TR IR B SR
& e I — disfaq, g1 3R s gl & IR Cape Horn
3R gRYHU BT

¢ They will return to Mumbai in May 2026.

3 WS 2026 T Hag aeh|

Australia

Cape Leeuwi

GS Paper I1: Polity, Governance, And International Relations
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1. CJl says SC will not sit idle if constitutional authority
fails to discharge its duties

HSreg A wer f R Haur e urftreor 3 wda
&1 Ut B3+ A fawrd Igar 8 of T S gu 181 a8
2. Kerala to initiate SIR of electoral rolls soon: CEO

I oTeg & Haerar Gl @1 THIMSIAR Y= BHT:
Higen
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CJI says SC will not sit idle
if constitutional authority
fails to discharge its duties

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court will
not “sit idle” and power-
less if a constitutional auth-
ority fails to discharge his
duties, no matter how high
he may be, Chief Justice of
India B.R. Gavai has said.
The CJI voiced the court’s
firm resolve on the final
day of a Presidential Refe-
rence hearing, which has
brought into sharp focus
the schism between Oppo-
sition-ruled States and
their Governors over delay
in clearing laws.

“Howsoever high an
authority may be, he is not
above the law... I am a
strong believer in the doc-
trine of separation of pow-
ers. | believe that judicial
activism must not turn into
judicial terrorism. But at
the same time, if one wing
of democracy fails in the
discharge of his duties,
would the court, which is
the custodian of the Consti-
tution, be powerless and
forced to sit idle?” the CJI
asked the Union govern-
ment on Thursday.

The Union government
has used the hearing to
criticise the apex court for
encroaching into the do-
mains of Governors and
the President.

The bone of contention
which led to the Presiden-
tial Reference is an April 8
judgment of the Supreme
Court which imposed a
three-month deadline on
Governors and the Presi-
dent to deal with Bills
placed before them for as-
sent or consideration,
respectively.

The court had, in the
judgment, held that whims
and fancies of Governors
cannot hold up gover-

Q [Towsoever high an authority may be,

heis ot above the law.., | am
astrong believer in the doctrine of
separation of powars, i one wing of
democracy fails in the disclioge of
his duties, would the cowrt, which
is the custodian of the Constitu-
tion, be powerless and foreed to sit

idle?
B.R. GAVAI
Chief Justice of ndia

nance by endlessly sitting
on important legislation
passed by State legislatures
for the welfare of their peo-
ple.

Representing the Union
government, Solicitor-Gen-
eral Tushar Mehta said the
court’s attempt to compel
a “one-size-fits-all” solu-
tion by “imposing” a un-
iform time frame for all
Bills would prove “self-des-
tructive”.

“Every Bill has its own
context-based issues.
Some may require the Go-
vernor to have further de-
liberations and consulta-
tions. There are times
when a State, while know-
ing that a Bill may even-
tually harm the State, is
forced to bow to public
pressure to pass it. In such
cases, the State may tell the
Governor to hold the Bills.
Thus, imposing straitjacket
time limits may become
self-destructive. Each case
turns on its own peculiar
facts,” the Solicitor General
argued.

Mr. Mehta said the apex
court cannot issue a man-
damus to Governors to as-
sent to Bills. Gubernatorial
assent was part of legisla-
tive process. Courts cannot
interfere in law-making.

“Yes, we cannot ask a
Governor to take a deci-
sion in a particular man-

ner, but the court can very
well ask the Governor to
take a decision. A manda-
mus can be issued to the
Governor to decide,” Jus-
tice Kant replied pithily.

Mr. Mehta challenged
the narrative that Gover-
nors were consistently de-
laying Bills. He said a ma-
jority of Bills, in the last 50
years, were given assent by
Governors in a month’s
time.

“Even in the case of Ta-
mil Nadu, except for 10 dis-
puted Bills, assent was
usually given in a month.
The Governor does not sit
over Bills endlessly,” Mr.
Mehta submitted.

Chief Justice Gavai said
the Constitution’s framers
had envisaged an atmosph-
ere of mutual accord while
envisaging the role of the
Governors in States.

Mr. Mehta reacted that
State-Governor relation-
ships had seen decades of
harmony before the Delhi
government, during the
Aam Aadmi Party regime,
started filing writ petitions
under Article 32 of the
Constitution against the
Lieutenant-Governor.

Attorney-General  R.
Venkataramani said the
Governor should be given
the discretion to either as-
sent or withhold a Bill after
testing its constitutionality.

CJl says SC will not
sit idle if
constitutional
authority fails to
discharge its duties

Hoeme A werfe

IR HauTfe

Ut T 3

PHdadl HT UTA- HIA

Y
qu

aoTm

o The Supreme Court will not
“sit idle” and powerless if a
constitutional authority fails to
discharge his duties, no matter
how high he may be, Chief
Justice of India (CJI) B.R. Gavai
has said.

gite F1E gu T8 37 3R
el ol B 3R Dlg
HauT e wrftreeor 30 wdal
1 T & | fAwd 3841 8, 918
g fora ot S=d ug R @Y, U
YRA & T&I ATz (fiSas)
C180 R CEE

. The CJI voiced the court’s
firm resolve on the final day of a
Presidential Reference hearing,
which has brought into sharp focus
the schism between Opposition-
ruled States and their Governors
over delay in clearing laws.
Hstans A gufa Geu gAa1s &
3ifaw {1 3raTad & €6 Hbed Bl
ad fora, forem fauer =nfra
I} 3R I ATl & §F
BT DY Hol & H & Bl AR
AANE B IOR fobaT |

. “However high an authority
may be, he is not above the law... |
am a strong believer in the
doctrine of separation of powers.
| believe that judicial activism
must not turn into judicial
terrorism. But at the same time, if
one wing of democracy fails in the
discharge of his duties, would the
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court, which is the custodian of the Constitution, be powerless and forced to sit idle?” the
CJl asked the Union government on Thursday.
“TTg Plg MBI [T ft FHal 1 A1 81, 98 P A S el ... H fFaal & gUFHeor &
Ryt &1 75 wd® g1 9R1 71 | % =anfye afseaar &) =nfie smdwarg o T8t aga
MR A WY FT, SRR ABda BT Th 3T 3T Bl BT UTe - § el Igdl 5, I ol
3feTerd, S HIAUT Bt TRerw €, WFEH Sih gu Jo7117” WSS 7 ToaR $) g WHR I
gsTl

o The Union government has used the hearing to criticise the apex court for encroaching into
the domains of Governors and the President.

F% TWBR - 5T JAGTS HT ST ISIdH <ATATAT B AT R & TS {31, Ig Hed g
o 98 ITrsguTal SR IPUTT & SHRBR &30 H §XI&Y PR 361 5|

e The bone of contention which led to the Presidential Reference is an April 8 judgment of
the Supreme Court which imposed a three-month deadline on Governors and the
President to deal with Bills placed before them for assent or conS|derat|on respectively.

Iyt A 1 HRU I fare GE FIE o1 8 oiie BT haen 7, RRA
gt W el 1 Wil a1 fomR & fog Fuer & g §i9 78R 91 waa W s

e The court had, in the judgment, held that whims and fancies of Governors cannot hold up
governance by endlessly sitting on important legislation passed by State legislatures for the

welfare of their people

%ﬁﬁww%mﬁmﬁﬁwﬁw:@wm Agaqul
Wﬁ,ﬁwﬁwwﬁmw%wémmmw% AP d
AHHR gl QT S Tl |

e Representing the Union government, Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta said the court’s
attempt to compel a “one-size-fits-all” solution by “imposing” a uniform time frame for all Bills
would prove “self-destructive”.

F% PR BT YA HRd U TIfex o-Rd guR Hgdl 3 Hel 6 srarad &1 a faat
¥ fore v qam qHg T AU &1 T ‘TP G FHTIYTT A 63 &1 HIRI 8, o “Ta4-
fomre ¥ wifed g

e ‘“Every Bill has its own context-based issues. Some may require the Governor to have
further deliberations and consultations. There are times when a State, while knowing that a
Bill may eventually harm the State, is forced to bow to public pressure to pass it. In such
cases, the State may tell the Governor to hold the Bills. Thus, imposing straitjacket time
limits may become self-destructive. Each case turns on its own peculiar facts,” the Solicitor
General argued.

o foa &t st oo Ty g1t § 1 $@ 1l § IeauTd o 3R e foar-famsf
IR R B SMIT DR &1 Gahelt 7| Heit-t T Erem & 135 U Wy, Tg W U g
e S IToU B} IHAM Ugd1 Gahdl 8, SY UTRd B & o 94 a1d & 31 o & forg
TR B S 81 T8 ATl § ey IeauTe 9 el B 367 F U 558 96dT 81 59 TR,
FOR T YT AT G- RATIPTY & Tl | §) W Sfut ST aRfRifdl o arefie
B 3, WifeRIe” w=Re A ad o

e Mr. Mehta said the apex court cannot issue a mandamus to Governors to assent to Bills.
Gubernatorial assent was part of the legislative process. Courts cannot interfere in law-
making. (Article 121, 122, 211, 212)

ot gdr A Fel i Iwraw <araray IsauTal &) fae @ Wefd 37 & forw Asn 9 78 &
TehdT | IrsauTd Bt WPl fGurh ufhar &1 fewa 81 srered &1 91 &t ufshar & gxaau
ERERRERII

o “Yes, we cannot ask a Governor to take a decision in a particular manner, but the court can
very well ask the Governor to take a decision. A mandamus can be issued to the Governor
to decide,” Justice Kant replied pithily.

g1, BH XTeauTe 3 fheht faRiv alles § Fufg o & g 781 8 Iobd, Qfb siareid Irequrel 3
fofa o9 & forT o ol ¢ 1 0 o9 & o IrsauTet &1 Hewd JIRY faan S 9edl 8,7
rafd wid - d&u ¥ I fean

e Mr. Mehta challenged the narrative that Governors were consistently delaying Bills. He said
a majority of Bills, in the last 50 years, were given assent by Governors in a month’s time.
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ot VgaT 3 3 YROT & A < fob Treaure AR fael 7 38 aR IR U1 3% el o sa
50 quT & Sffereixr faal o1 TrsauTe 7 T 7 & iR Wisfa 2|

e “Evenin the case of Tamil Nadu, except for 10 disputed Bills, assent was usually given in a
month. The Governor does not sit over Bills endlessly,” Mr. Mehta submitted.

gt a% & affraqrg & ama o, 10 faarfea fael & s, Wefd smdRk W v #gH
B & At oft 1 IrouruTe faal W siff¥aewTa a8t 9o, ot Bgdr 3 vegd |

e Chief Justice Gavai said the Constitution’s framers had envisaged an atmosphere of
mutual accord while envisaging the role of the Governors in States.

ST i ag A w51 fo dfayT fFatarei = Irsdi o Irsaural o1 YT o aRebedH
P G U THSA T ARl URepfeud foar ol

o Mr. Mehta reacted that State-Governor relationships had seen decades of harmony before
the Delhi government, during the Aam Aadmi Party regime, started filing writ petitions
under Article 32 of the Constitution against the Lieutenant-Governor.

&t a1 A ufdishar df o Isu-Irequrer Yadl H el dob THORY TaT UT, dfch feeet! TRBR
3, 39 3 UreT R $ ERM, ST S [Fes WY S e 32 S ded Re
IRIBTY SRR AT LE B (64Tl

e Attorney-General R. Venkataramani said the Governor should be given the discretion to
either assent or withhold a Bill after testing its constitutionality.

3Tl TR R, IBeIHUN 3 Fal foh IsauTe o1 fhat foa o1 Gunfepar &t o g - &
e 3Y WP ¢ a7 AP+ BT fadeIiueR fGar ST ey

Judicial Position (Case Law)

e Keshavananda Bharati (1973): Judiciary can review laws, but cannot legislate.

o State of Rajasthan v. Union of India (1977): Courts cannot examine the legislative
wisdom of Parliament.

e S.R. Bommai (1994): Judicial review applies only to constitutional validity, not to
policy decisions.

Mandamus
e The term ‘Mandamus’ is a Latin word which means “We Command”.

‘Heaw v et e &, S gar 31T & g1 ameer aa &1

e |tis a command issued by a court to a public authority, tribunal, corporation, or inferior
court, compelling them to perform a duty which they are legally bound to do but have either
refused or failed to perform.

g U Ao ¢ S R Farrers A iR adefas wiftraor, wiftreor, e, ar fereh
eI Y ST FRAT ST €, T 3¢ S Sdew e & v arew fRam S S 3 SR
@ A F v aea g, W 3l A AR 7w ¢ ar qu @@ B g

e |t is a constitutional remedy available for the enforcement of fundamental rights and legal

duties.

o Ig Alfd® AAFRT 3R FEAT Fedeai a1 o] e & AU 3ucsy vs waufas 39 g
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Key Features of the Writ of Mandamus
Azaw Re A yoa Ravan
e |tis a command or order issued by a competent court to a public official or public body to

perform a statutory or constitutional duty.

g Ueh MG & Sl HETH AT Ganl el Araarfare fsrlt a1 ardefas e s 3as
duifas a1 waufae Faeg A QU A & fow f&ar Srar g

It is issued against public authorities, including:
Ig Re Amafaf@a adafas s & ey sy Y s awd @

e Government officials

G HTAHRT
e Public corporations
argsifas e
e Tribunals
IfRIHToT/3TRR =rTfaeIoT
e Inferior courts
fol=rell 31Tl
e Statutory bodies
duifares o
When Mandamus Can Be Issued
Hzww w9 S AT ST AFAT

e When a public authority fails to perform a public or statutory duty.
S IS WEASATAF FIARIT 39T FraATaS IT JfAs wdey Au=r F Awd @ g
e When a duty is imposed by the Constitution, statute, rules, or regulations.
ST sheted widwTe, weye, fast, ar fafaast & agd @y fRar o g
e |[f there is no alternate remedy available to the petitioner.
9 IRFRdT F I FE dFfeud 3T 3ol Ag! gl
e To enforce public duties and protect legal rights.
o FEFfAF Faredl F AR FA IR FEE FAFR A wrs oo
Conditions Under Which Mandamus Cannot Be Issued
o aRPufaat e Azaw s 7€ Rrar s awan
e Against a private individual or body
et st =afFa a1 Aer & [@aw
e Mandamus is not available against private entities who do not owe a public or statutory duty.
HeoAw 3o fash Al w oy @@ gidt S ardefas a1 duifas wdew & fv e A e
To enforce departmental instructions

it fden 1 amy e & faw

PagelU
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e Cannot be used to compel actions under administrative instructions that do not have
statutory backing.

30 0 werafae gt & on) ae & fow 3l FE fhar S dear [Ses g dunfae
Ry e gian|

e When the duty is discretionary, not mandatory
9 Fdeq A gar §, wfed a4t

e |f the duty involves discretion, mandamus cannot be issued.
Ifg sdeT # fad® &1 dca @, df AsAT IR dA67 FHr ST Fohd|

To enforce contractual obligations
% & dgd farT 71T Ifdeal Y e A & faw

e Mandamus is not applicable in purely contractual matters unless the contract has statutory or
public elements.
Y T & regaer IR AN § HASAG oo 761 gl o9 s o 39 ey & dunfas ar
AESfaA® dea T gl
Against the President of India or Governors of States

HRA F Tseafa AT ATl & sy

e As per Article 361 of the Constitution, the President and Governors enjoy immunity from
court proceedings during their term in office.

Hfawre & 3rgede 361 % ITAR, Wegufa AR TsAural Ft 3% FEFA F SRer =
FrAARAl ¥ e I gl

e Against judges acting in judicial capacity
OIS &TAT & S FT @ e & Faw

e Chief Justices or judges of High Courts or lower courts cannot be subjected to mandamus for
actions taken in judicial capacity.

g8 FIE A7 fawrelt srqreral F FET Farareier a1 sAreiet w o s FrEt s v AsAw
] 6T g HehlT|
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Kerala to initiate SIR of
electoral rolls soon: CEO

Chief Electoral Officer Rathan U. Kelkar indicates that the SIR process will begin in October, and

adds that his office is awaiting a formal announcement of schedule by the Election Commission

Postal ballots for NRI
voters may turn a reality

Tiki Rajwi
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

fter Bihar, it is Kera-
Ala’s turn for the
special intensive

revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls as the southern State
moves towards 2026 As-
sembly elections.

Chief Electoral Officer,
Kerala, Rathan U. Kelkar,
said on Thursday that his
office was awaiting a for-
mal announcement of the
SIR schedule for Kerala by
the Election Commission
of India (EC), but indicated
that the roll-out could like-
ly be in October.

Mr. Kelkar said his office
had been laying the
groundwork for the exer-
cise and had uploaded the
rolls prepared under the

Rathan U. Kelkar

2002 intensive revision,
the last time it was held in
Kerala, on the CEO Kerala’s
website. The SIR arrange-
ments in Kerala were pre-
sented at a review held by
the EC in New Delhi on the
preparedness of States on
Wednesday.

“We have been asked to

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Postal ballots for overseas
electors may soon become
areality with the Election
Commission of India

exploring its feasibility.
Chief Electoral Officer
Rathan U. Kelkar said that
his office had urged the EC
to introduce the facility for
the upcoming Assembly
elections in Kerala.

be ready. I feel it may hap-
pen sometime in October,”
Mr. Kelkar said, adding
that he was planning to
meet political parties in
the State on September 20.

Mr. Kelkar sought to al-
lay fears saying that no elig-
ible voter would be left out
of the rolls.

“We don’t feel that SIR
will affect any eligible citi-
zen in Kerala. Complaints
regarding the electoral roll
will be settled once and for
all when the SIR is done,”
he said, adding that the SIR
would make the rolls more
“sanitised and healthier”
and keep out non-citizens.

Kerala to initiate SIR of electoral rolls soon: CEO

$d Sleg 81 HAGT JE BT THIMSSIR Y= B Hga3n

¢ Chief Electoral Officer Rathan U. Kelkar indicates that the SIR process will begin in
October, and adds that his office is awaiting a formal announcement of schedule by the
Election Commission.
TRST YATG USRI G, AP - Yovd 0T fob TSR Ufeha Sragar H = gt 3R
Fgl fob 3T HRITAd AT SATART R ARG HRIHH B! G0N FHT SR R 6T |

o After Bihar, it is Kerala’s turn for the special intensive revision (SIR) of electoral rolls as
the southern State moves towards 2026 Assembly elections.
fER & d1e, 3/d Ha B! IR § AagTdr Jiudl & AR T8 A=A (THIMMSIAR) FT, T
Ig <fermflt 5T 2026 AT FATAN FT 3R T W B

e Chief Electoral Officer, Kerala, Rathan U. Kelkar, said on Thursday that his office was
awaiting a formal announcement of the SIR schedule for Kerala by the Election
Commission of India (EC), but indicated that the roll-out could likely be in October.

AT fUPRY, A, 309 G, FAB 2 TSR DI Fgl [ 39T HRATAT

YR fAate=

qSI
ST ($3) ERT IR & T THIATE IR SRIBH B MTABIRD TITUN BT SAIR B 6T €,
Qfs Hohd T fos g uferan sragar & Y= 81 Iadl g
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Mr. Kelkar said his office had been laying the groundwork for the exercise and had uploaded
the rolls prepared under the 2002 intensive revision, the last time it was held in Kerala, on
the CEO Kerala’s website.

oft FAB 3 BT fb 70T AT 39 UfchaT B JURT B |7 UT 3R 2002 T AMYF P d8d
JIR Y TS e, St el IR e § A &) 12 ff, B W3 A B dgwge W
3Uars  fear gl

The SIR arrangements in Kerala were presented at a review held by the EC in New Delhi
on the preparedness of States on Wednesday.

HE T THIATS IR AT F! FUTR B 3 feeeit T 39 R AT Th THlen 966
TR foran T, fored wredt &t Ot W 94t g2

“We have been asked to be ready. | feel it may happen sometime in October,” Mr. Kelkar
said, adding that he was planning to meet political parties in the State on September 20.
“gH TIR g & o1T g1 a1 5| g I § b g Sragar § &t ot 81 I &, ot e A
Fel, T8 Sisd gU f& ag 20 Ryder ! ey & weHifa® gal I e &t diem 9138 8

Mr. Kelkar sought to allay fears saying that no eligible voter would be left out of the rolls.
ot FABR 7 MTRIBTSN Bl G HRA B DI B §U HET b DI Ht UTH WagTar il I arex
A

“We don’t feel that SIR will affect any eligible citizen in Kerala. Complaints regarding the
electoral roll will be settled once and for all when the SIR is done,” he said, adding that the
SIR would make the rolls more “sanitised and healthier” and keep out non-citizens.

“GH 76| ATd b THIMESNR B & [hat UTH ANIRS B THIFAd BT | Teerar gt 3
ST RIPTad THSATSSIR T 81 TR gHR1 & T garen & S, I%1H &el, I8 Sisd gu i
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C.P.
Radhakrishnan to
take oath as Vice-
President today

e C.P. Radhakrishnan will
take the oath of office as Vice-
President at the Rashtrapati
Bhavan on Friday.

4. ww;m THAR %ﬁ
Tug ﬁﬁu ol _ o
C.P. Radhakrishnan to take Murme il s the oath

to him.

oath as Vice-President today T o e

. : e The Centre has invited the
C.P. Radh_aknshnan will take the oath of office as _|_ Leaders of the Opposition of
Vice-President at the Rashtrapati Bhavan on

both the Houses of

Friday. President Droupadi Murmu will I%a?riliament.%{ o et
administer the oath to him. The Centre has 33 fauer 3 3o

invited the Leaders of the Opposition of both the ST e 21

Houses of Parliament. As per sources, former « As per sources, former

Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar will attend the Vice-President Jagdeep
event. Mr. Radhakrishnan, according to sources, Dhankhar will attend the event.
has called a meeting of all floor leaders of the ‘Fﬁ% SRR, I STTgfa

: : : WY Y99S 39 HRiHH d
Rajya Sabha. Information about the meeting was ittt 2|
relayed by the Centre late on Thursday. « Mr. Radhakrishnan,

according to sources, has

called a meeting of all floor

leaders of the Rajya Sabha.
Al & IR, Ht TP A TsaqHT & Tt R e it d5@ 9 ¢

o Information about the meeting was relayed by the Centre late on Thursday.

3T 5P B! AFBR] $% PR §RT AR 2 4 < T3 |
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India and Mauritius not just
partners but a family: Modi

Free and secure Indian Ocean is our shared priority, he says, speaking alongside Mauritius PM

Navinchandra Ramgoolam; MoUs inked for cooperation in technology, development projects

Ma Kumar
LUCKNOW

not just partners but a

family, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said in Va-
ranasi on Thursday, at the
signing of agreements to
deepen ties between the
two countries.

Following bilateral dis-
cussions with his counter-
part from Mauritius, Navin-
chandra Ramgoolam, Mr.
Modi said that a stable,
prosperous, free, open and
secure Indian Ocean was a
joint priority of both coun-
tries.

“Centuries ago, our cul-
ture and traditions tra-
velled from India to Mauri-
tius, and became a part of
everyday life there. Just
like the eternal flow of Maa
Ganga in Kashi, the contin-
uous stream of Indian cul-
ture has enriched Mauriti-
us. And today, when we
are welcoming friends
from Mauritius in Kashi, it
is not just a formality but a
spiritual union. That is
why I proudly say that In-
dia and Mauritius are not
just partners but a family,”
said Mr. Modi.

The Prime Minister said
Mauritius is an integral
part of India’s “Neighbour-
hood First” policy.

l ndia and Mauritius are

Deep ties: Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Mauritius PM
Navinchandra Ramgoolam in Varanasi on Thursday. PTI

At a press conference,
Mr. Modi said, “Today, we
have announced a special
economic package de-
signed to support Mauriti-
us’s needs and priorities.
This will strengthen infras-
tructure, create new em-
ployment opportunities,
and further enhance
healthcare facilities. The
first Jan Aushadhi Kendra
outside India has now
been  established in
Mauritius.”

AYUSH centre

India also announced that
it would extend coopera-
tion in establishing an AY-
USH Centre of Excellence,

a 500-bed Sir Seewoosagur
Ramgoolam National Hos-
pital, as well as a veterin-
ary school and animal hos-
pital in Mauritius. The two
countries also signed
memorandums of under-
standing to enhance coop-
eration in science and
technology, oceanographic
research, power sector and
implementation of Phase 2

of small development
projects.
In a proposed hydrogra-

phy project, the countries
will work together on joint
surveys, navigation charts,
and hydrographic data of
the exclusive economic
zones of Mauritius.

“Very soon, we will also
launch the training mo-
dules of Mission Karmayo-
gi [capacity building for go-
vernment officials] in
Mauritius. The Indian Insti-
tute of Technology, Ma-
dras, and the Indian Insti-
tute of Plantation
Management have entered
into agreements with the
University of Mauritius.
These agreements will ele-
vate our partnership in re-
search, education, and in-
novation to new heights,”
added Mr. Modi, lauding
the unique “civilisational
ties” between the two
countries.

Earlier, Mr. Modi landed
at Lal Bahadur Shastri In-
ternational Airport in Vara-
nasi where he was received
by Uttar Pradesh Governor
Anandiben Patel and Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath.
Mr. Modi’s convoy was wel-
comed at six major loca-
tions, including Kachahari
and Ambedkar Chauraha.

Mr. Ramgoolam, who
arrived in Varanasi on
Wednesday, witnessed the
Ganga Aarti from a cruise
in the evening. On Friday
morning, he is scheduled
to offer prayers at Shri
Kashi Vishwanath Dham
before leaving for
Ayodhya.

(With PTI inputs)

India and Mauritius not just partners but a family: Modi

YR 3R AN $ad A18IGR 6l afew Te URaR: didt
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Free and secure Indian Ocean is our shared priority, he says, speaking alongside
Mauritius PM Navinchandra Ramgoolam; MoUs inked for cooperation in technology,
development projects.

o 3R YRigd fée WeTarR gaRt Arsh urafirear €, 317 o, AR & gurest
TS IA[ATH & 1Y G0 B gU; THSET 19 (MoUs) Menfiast sik fawry
ufkgierTelt § ggan & o gwaneid gul

India and Mauritius are not just partners but a family, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said
in Varanasi on Thursday, at the signing of agreements to deepen ties between the two
countries.

YR 3R ANIRN $9d ARIER 8] dich U URAR §, TUTHA R Widt A T¥aR &Y
IRTURA & FgT, 97d a1 o=N & g el o) 18R HA & oy Tl R ganer fhu muy
Following bilateral discussions with his counterpart from Mauritius, Navinchandra
Ramgoolam, Mr. Modi said that a stable, prosperous, free, open, and secure Indian
Ocean was a joint priority of both countries.

AR & GUT=HET T Iar & ary fguehta Tatsi & are ot @ikt 3 o5 o e
RR, 9=, gaa, a1, 3R QRiea fg aerarr a1 3 &1 arsht wrafrear g1

“Centuries ago, our culture and traditions travelled from India to Mauritius, and became a
part of everyday life there.

gi%*fr , TR TP 3R WRTE HRE A AR 7S 3R a8t & & Sfiad o1 fewar a4

Just like the eternal flow of Maa Ganga in Kashi, the continuous stream of Indian culture
has enriched Mauritius.

S BTRI H | T BT 3G YaTe, a¥ g U E5pid 3t Tad URT A AR B 4G
frar gl

And today, when we are welcoming friends from Mauritius in Kashi, it is not just a formality
but a spiritual union. ] \ . .
3R ST, STa g1 BTN B AIIRRT & 3T Fs 7 WhTd o 38 §, T8 Had Siuariedr Tgt
sfer U ameanfare fre 31

That is why | proudly say that India and Mauritius are not just partners but a “family,” said
Mr. Modi.

zHifere # 71d @ wea g fb URd 3R ATRNT Fad ATHER ol dfch U URarR g, f At 3
el

The Prime Minister said Mauritius is an integral part of India’s Neighbourhood First
policy.

YYTHEHT 7 HeT b AR HIRd & ISl Ugd -ifd (Neighbourhood First policy) &1
fiy e 21

At a press conference, Mr. Modi said, “Today, we have announced a special economic
package designed to support Mauritius’s needs and priorities.

T W B1369 o ft 7Y A g1, “3M1e, 0 AR B SraRawmarsii iR wrufrsansi o
T 2 & fore uws faRw anffes A% 1 divon &t B

This will strengthen infrastructure, create new employment opportunities, and enhance
healthcare facilities.

Tg gaTdl g &1 Ueigd HR, AT ASHIR & AW AT BT, 3R Wy qarsit &1 iR
SgeR TG

The first Jan Aushadhi Kendra outside India has now been established in Mauritius.”
YRA & STex Ugdl o Sl g @ ARRRT & Riftd fear g |

A YUSH centre

TP Y $5

India also announced that it would extend cooperation in establishing an AYUSH Centre of
Excellence, a 500-bed Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam National Hospital, as well as a
veterinary school and animal hospital in Mauritius.

HRA A I8 I 9vun &1 o 98 YV IPTAT $g, 500-98 BT WX HIGANR IHATH I8
Sregard, SR Uy fafere faemea 3R U] sRuare & RITOHT & 9gaRT B |

The two countries also signed memorandums of understanding (MoUs) to enhance
cooperation in science and technology, oceanographic research, power sector, and
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implementation of Phase 2 of small development projects.

S =i A ok Wi, aus fagm ergRium, Seil &, 3k Bk faera
gweﬁ%awza?mmﬁmﬂaaﬁ%mw@mw(mus)wm&w
|

¢ In a proposed hydrography project, the countries will work together on joint surveys,
navigation charts, and hydrographic data of the exclusive economic zones of Mauritius.
TS TR gTEg IITH! URASHT 8, G 4X gad Ad&iur, Afai= aré, ¢k fasiy snfdfe
&3 & FIES b ® ST IR Y e & S|
e  “Very soon, we will also launch the training modules of Mission Karmayogi [capacity
building for government off|C|aIs] in Mauritius.
“§gd oeg, g9 AN H R sl fReR siiteiial o emar faton & uikreror aisga
o = B
¢ The Indian Institute of Technology, Madras, and the Indian Institute of Plantation
Management have entered into agreements with the University of Mauritius.
TR, AT (IIT Madras) 3R HIRAGI WieR YaeH ST 3 A=y
fufreTera & wrY THA BT L
o These agreements will elevate our partnership in research, education, and innovation to
new heights,” added Mr. Modi, lauding the unique civilisational ties between the two
countries.
3 qOEd SR, g, 3iR AR ¥ OR ARt &Y A5 Sarsal R @ wgd,” ot A A
HET, 1 o= & o Mgy JanTa Wae &1 IR HRd gul
e Earlier, Mr. Modi landed at Lal Bahadur Shastri International Airport in Varanasi where
he was received by Uttar Pradesh Governor Anandiben Patel and Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath.
4 U, St HidY aRTURR & et mem@ﬂméléq?q@ gl IR ueW
DI ITUTA TS ged eﬁ?g’@mﬂtﬁﬁaﬁﬁmﬂuﬁmw
e Mr. Modi’s convoy was welcomed at six major locations, including Kachaharl and
Ambedkar Chauraha.
oft N F F1iPA BT Fae 3R ASHT TRTET Jed B8 UHE RITHI TR WHTd fawar |
e Mr. Ramgoolam, who arrived in Varanasi on Wednesday, witnessed the Ganga Aarti from
a cruise in the evening.
off IF[A™, ST FYIR B IRTIRT Ugd Y, I M B T Hof ° T AR G|
e On Friday morning, he is scheduled to offer prayers at Shri Kashi Vishwanath Dham
before leaving for Ayodhya.

Y[hAR [aE, I8 ST I 9 Ugd ot BT fasm=my «rd § geir-ori=r 3|

Mission Karmayogi

e Mission Karmayogi (National Programme for Civil Services Capacity Building —
NPCSCB) is India’s flagship civil-service capacity-building reform launched in
September 2020 to create a future-ready, citizen-centric bureaucracy by shifting
from training-on-demand to role-and-competency based continuous learning.

e [t combines a national competency framework, institutional reforms and a digital
learning ecosystem (iGOT-Karmayogi) to train ~46 lakh central government
employees over a multi-year rollout and to align skills with national development
priorities.

Objectives

* Build a role-based, competency-driven civil service where training maps to actual
duties.

* Enable lifelong learning: continuous, on-the-job, tech-enabled learning (not episodic).
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* Make public servants citizen-centric, digitally fluent and globally aware while rooted in
Indian ethos.

* Improve organisational capacity by linking individual learning to institutional
objectives and performance.

Core Components

e iGOT-Karmayogi (Integrated Government Online Training) — the digital
learning platform and main delivery engine providing courses, assessments,
social/discussion hubs and analytics.

e 1GOT is managed by the Karmayogi Bharat SPV and hosts thousands of courses for
functional, domain and behavioural competencies.
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A ‘health check’ for the new GST health-care reforms

ndia’s recently announced Goods and
l Services Tax (GST) reforms mark a turning

point in the journey towards achieving
universal health coverage. This overhaul of
health-care taxation signals a strong push to
make medical care more affordable and
accessible for millions, especially those struggling
with high costs of treatment or health products.

Sectoral changes
The biggest win for households is the complete
removal of GST on individual health and life
insurance premiums. Until now, a family paying
50,000 a year for health insurance had to add
on another 9,000 in GST. From September 22,
2025, that extra burden disappears — making
insurance 18% cheaper. The reform covers all
types of individual life insurance — term, Unit
Linked Insurance Plan (ULIP), and endowment —
as well as health insurance plans such as family
floaters and senior citizen policies. Even
reinsurance is included, so the entire chain
benefits. This step directly supports India’s policy
goals, tackling one of the biggest hurdles to
insurance coverage, which today is only about
3.7% of GDP compared to a global average of
6.8%. How much consumers actually gain,
however, will depend on whether insurers pass
these savings on. Without clear monitoring, there
is a risk that part of the benefit could get
absorbed before reaching policyholders.
Hospital room charges continue to be treated
differently under GST. Rooms costing less than
5,000 a day remain exempt, protecting middle-
and lower-income families. Non-intensive care
unit (ICU) rooms above ¥5,000 per day still
attract 5%GST without input tax credit, a rule in
place since July 2022. By contrast, all critical care
units — ICU, Critical Care Unit (CCU), Intensive
Coronary Care Unit (ICCU), and Neonatal

Dr. Ankur
Mutreja

is the Director of
External Affairs and
Health Security, PATH

is the Director of
Growth for the Asia,
Middle East and
Europe, PATH

Under GST 2.0,
the government
has built a
framework that
supports the
health-care
chain

Intensive Care Unit (NICU) — stay fully exempt
from GST regardless of cost. This ensures that
lifesaving care remains tax-free, while only
premium accommodation choices during
in-patient care face tax. Core medical services
provided by hospitals, doctors, and paramedics
also remain GST-exempt, keeping treatment itself
untaxed. In short, there is no change here — the
system continues as it has since 2022.

Business impact

The recent GST cuts substantially reshape costs
for health product manufacturers and service
providers. By lowering GST on most medicines to
5% and cutting tax on life-saving drugs to zero,
the GST Council has simplified compliance and
lowered prices in supply chains.

Medical devices and diagnostics are now
largely under a uniform 5% slab. In practice, this
means that hospitals buying diagnostic kits that
earlier attracted 12% GST will now pay only 5%,
reducing procurement costs. For example, a CT
scan machine is now taxed at only 5% compared
to 18% earlier. A hospital purchasing a CT scan
machine, will face a much lower upfront bill,
reducing capital costs and potentially lowering
patient charges over time.

Common services such as blood tests, X-rays,
and MRIs at laboratories may also become a little
cheaper. While laboratories themselves remain
GST-exempt on services, their inputs - kits,
reagents and equipment — are now taxed less. If
laboratories pass on the savings, patients should
see reductions in routine test prices. Pharmacies
and small clinics gain from simpler tax structures
and sharper price competitiveness.
Manufacturers and distributors will need to
adjust pricing and contracts, while hospitals and
labs can negotiate better terms with insurers and
corporate clients.

The reforms do not stop at treatment. They
also push preventive health. GST on gymnasiums,
fitness centres, yoga studios, salons, barbers and
wellness services is down from 18% to 5%.
Cigarettes remain heavily taxed at 28% GST plus
compensation cess, which adds up to an effective
tax of between 52% and 88%. A new 40% “sin
goods” slab has been announced but will only
apply once cess liabilities are cleared. Sugary
drinks — whether aerated, sweetened, or
flavoured — have been moved to the new 40%
slab, up from 28% plus cess, placing all such
beverages in the highest tax bracket to discourage
consumption and generate revenue for public
health. For everyday households, healthier living
becomes a little easier: personal care items such
as hair oil, soap bars, shampoos, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, talcum powder, face powder,
shaving cream, and aftershave now fall to 5% GST
from the earlier 12% to 18%. A 3100 shampoo
bottle that earlier cost ¥112 to 118 with GST will
now cost only ¥105.

In perspective

These GST reforms are designed to reshape how
India funds health care in line with the 2047
Viksit Bharat goals. By removing GST on
insurance, cutting costs for life-saving medicines,
simplifying taxes on equipment, and lowering
rates on preventive services, the government has
built a framework that supports the entire
health-care chain.

The true test of success will not be in higher
revenue collections but in how many more
treatments people can access, whether
preventive and wellness services become routine,
how far consumer trust in health care grows,
whether misuse of antibiotics and Schedule H
drugs is curbed, and, most importantly, how
many lives are saved.

A ‘health check’ for the new GST health-care reforms

5 ST WRRA-SHUTA JURT & T T ara S

Goods and Services Tax (GST) Reforms in Health-care

WA 4T § a%g TG 9aT X (GST) GUR

e India’s recently announced Goods and Services Tax (GST) reforms mark a turning point in
the journey towards achieving universal health coverage.

YR GRI1 8T 81 § GIvd a%g TF AT B (GST) JYUR o WTRA Havel gIid B Pl
fexn & te Heayyf A ifed giar 8|

e This overhaul of health-care taxation signals a strong push to make medical care more
affordable and accessible for millions, especially those struggling with high costs of
treatment or health products.

TWRY-[AT HYH & T8 deard ) anll & forg faferen Saura &) sifiie gau i
frErdt 5 &t e § U 571 HeH B, faRiver 39 il 3 fofT St SU=R a1 Wy IdTe!
B! I AN 4 GF @ B

Sectoral changes

&g seama

e The biggest win for households is the complete removal of GST on individual health and
life insurance premiums.

IR & o Yo st Suafsy afeaiTa ey 3R sita= a1 fifraw wR esT ot ¢t &e

q w6l
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Until now, a family paying 50,000 a year for health insurance had to add on another ¥9,000
in GST. From September 22, 2025, that extra burden disappears — making insurance 18%
cheaper.

3 I, W FHT IR 250,000 Hfd 9 YT $H= aral URaR &1 sffafkad 29,000 GST &1
gadr U1l 22 fydaR 2025 T g8 Sifafkad aig THG 81 S — SR ST 18% JT 1 S|
The reform covers all types of individual life insurance — term, Unit-Linked Insurance
Plan (ULIP), and endowment — as well as health insurance plans such as family floaters
and senior citizen policies.

T8 YR 9t UHR & safeard sitas dtur — e, uLIP iR teiie — & T1y-u1y W@
T FieTe o Bttt wilex SR TR Ridtem uifaRi! & 1t FaR Hral g

Even reinsurance is included, so the entire chain benefits.

Igi do for S-gzaia | i 5, e ot faan &1 an i

This step directly supports India’s policy goals, tackling one of the biggest hurdles to
insurance coverage, which today is only about 3.7% of GDP compared to a global average
of 6.8%.

g BeH HRA P JIfd-aed o1 Ad guefT a1 8, N1 SRS B! & TS) F18T B JEId B

®, ST 31Nl had GDP &1 3.7% & Wdi% afyP N 6.8% &

How much consumers actually gain, however, will depend on whether insurers pass these
savings on. Without clear monitoring, there is a risk that part of the benefit could get
absorbed before reaching policyholders.

gTdifcs, ITHIGATST BT aRaiad ar fba- e a8 39 W MRk &y & dfar sufeai 3
TId M FeTdl & a1 A8t | Wy FARE & 51, a8 sifew § for av &1 oo fewa urferditaras!
% Uga- 4 Ugd o 9H1 S|

Hospital room charges continue to be treated differently under GST.

SRATA H& YD GST & AT e ARe ¥ o1 AT ST g

Rooms costing less than ¥5,000 a day remain exempt, protecting middle- and lower-
income families.

25,000 UfAfe=T & &0 ATd a1 HHR Tad 87, o weaw ok fFe-emg arat ufvar) &t
gRE&T = reuifl

Non-ICU rooms above %5,000 per day still attract 5% GST without input tax credit, a rule
in place since July 2022.

25,000 UfafeT & ¥ AR-IcU HHY 31 1t 5% GST (AT 397Ye 399 HfIe) & T TR/,

Ig fam TS 2022 9 AR

By contrast, all critical care units — ICU, CCU, ICCU, and NICU — stay fully exempt from
GST regardless of cost.

9% faudia, §ft fpfewa Far gfe — Icu, ccu, Iccu 3R NICU — Tt aRg A GST A
o 17, A8 S9! AT o i 7

This ensures that lifesaving care remains tax-free, while only premium accommodation
choices during in-patient care face tax.

I8 AT Rl § o SfarRer® ITaR -4 33, Safd Had Wi 1ar fawed -
ORI THHTE & SR HR & 31efH TG |

Core medical services provided by hospitals, doctors, and paramedics also remain GST-
exempt, keeping treatment itself untaxed.

, Siaet 8k RMfead gR1 yar 1 78 qa fuferean dang +ff gsT-qa o+ &+,
S8 YUTR WY R & GRR ¥ 918X |
In short, there is no change here — the system continues as it has since 2022.

T&U H, ggl HIs uikad= gl & — UUMell 2022 I S I T6t @ 94T B o’} TRt

Business impact

YHIq

The recent GST cuts substantially reshape costs for health product manufacturers and
service providers.

%ﬁgﬂﬁﬁwmﬁuﬁﬁﬁ@mmﬁ%ﬁmﬁaﬂuﬁmw
gcd |
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By lowering GST on most medicines to 5% and cutting tax on life-saving drugs to zero, the
GST Council has simplified compliance and lowered prices in supply chains.

SHTRHTRT GaTsff TR SHUHC BT 5% d% HH HID IR SNA-RED ATl TR FR B T B,
Sheadt ufvug A SuTaH & WRa 991 7 AR 3Tyfef sRaenseft § Hod $H 31 8

Medical devices and diagnostics are now largely under a uniform 5% slab. In practice, this
means that hospitals buying diagnostic kits that earlier attracted 12% GST will now pay only
5%, reducing procurement costs.

Riferear IuHR 3R Sy 3iF 98 UHM IR Th THH 5% Td & 3iaiid 31d & | TdeR |,
391 31 T8 & b SRUATe Sff Ugel 12% Siewe! arel SHviies fbe Tiad &, 319 dad 5%
BT, ORI o a1Td & gRTT|

For example, a CT scan machine is now taxed at only 5% compared to 18% earlier. A
hospital purchasing a CT scan machine, will face a much lower upfront bill, reducing capital
costs and potentially lowering patient charges over time.

IeTeR & e, U Wt T 7= R 3F Had 5% HR AT STl § Safd Ugdl T8 18% T
AT 4 BT 3R 0T & 1Y TiST & Yeb it 1 8 Iahd g |

Common services such as blood tests, X-rays, and MRIs at laboratories may also become a
little cheaper. While laboratories themselves remain GST-exempt on services, their inputs —
kits, reagents and equipment — are now taxed less.

TN 7 78 e, Ta-Y 3R THIIR3MTS ST Jrar Ward +f A<t Ixft 81 govd) 81 iafe
TEARTRITETE Jaraft R ot off Sheardt-gaa 8, 3% s Ye — fore, Sifiiede SR IudHR0 — R
3 HH B T T 51

If laboratories pass on the savings, patients should see reductions in routine test prices.
Pharmacies and small clinics gain from simpler tax structures and sharper price
competitiveness.

Tfe TANTRITAT Sd B 3T S¢rdl |, al Aol &l Fafid wdier siadl # o faxars -t =nfiul
HHRAT 3R B Fefif s Tt B IS 3R et Jeu Ufaemef J anifad g B
Manufacturers and distributors will need to adjust pricing and contracts, while hospitals and
labs can negotiate better terms with insurers and corporate clients.

fafarstt ok faaR®! &1 gea RuRRor 3iR sraiel & Tarforg B3 Bt sazgear giift, Safes
SR TR TARTRIEATY ST 1 3R HIURE T! & A1y 9gaR Tl TR SITaid B Gabehl g |
The reforms do not stop at treatment. They also push preventive health. GST on
gymnasiums, fitness centres, yoga studios, salons, barbers and wellness services is down
from 18% to 5%.

YR HId IUER I Wiid Tt &1 3 FaRe Wy o 1t sgrar 3a § 1 iy, ey
ez, N7 e, A, 718 3R da-9 Jarsff R Sfieadt 18% A HeTHR 5% HR a1 T 3|
Cigarettes remain heavily taxed at 28% GST plus compensation cess, which adds up to an
effective tax of between 52% and 88%.

R TR 318 HY HIY B I STl &, Forae 28% SHTHET TR Hafrasl Iudr A &, S $a
THT PR 52% H 88% P UG g

A new 40% “sin goods” slab has been announced but will only apply once cess liabilities
are cleared.

T =TT 40% “UTY TXGSH” HT ¥Aa DT foa 71 B, Afee1 78 9t qa AN gRT o1 IS
SAGIRET |1 g ST

Sugary drinks — whether aerated, sweetened, or flavoured — have been moved to the new
40% slab, up from 28% plus cess, placing all such beverages in the highest tax bracket to
discourage consumption and generate revenue for public health.

HS Ty — 918 d WS 71, 73 8 a1 Wias — B T4 40% TG H RIFIARG R a1 T 8, 5
UG 28% W IUSBR T, Foredt Wit U 0 Saad ohx a7l | 311 71U € dlfh Jud $l saiclied
T3 S 9 STR Fraat-o WA & foTg Ierd Id fondT off 9as |

For everyday households, healthier living becomes a little easier: personal care items such as
hair oil, soap bars, shampoos, toothpaste, toothbrushes, talcum powder, face powder,
shaving cream, and aftershave now fall to 5% GST from the earlier 12% to 18%.

AR & R & o, T Sfia= AYST S §) ST §: 34R 3HTad, e &t fefasan, qy, gytRe,
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YT, Tep T USSR, T UI SR, QT A 3R SMTeRRT S TG SRIHTT SIS, 37d Ugd

P 12% A 18% & T 5% SITAST P 3ia¥id 3M1d &

o A %100 shampoo bottle that earlier cost ¥112 to ¥118 with GST will now cost only ¥105.
2100 ! Y S o] ggdl Siead! ufgd $1ad 2112 9 2118 9@ off, 3@ Had 2105 &
foretft|

In perspective

ufenea o

o These GST reforms are designed to reshape how India funds health care in line with the
2047 Viksit Bharat goals.
J SHUHd YR 39 91 &I IR ¥ ATHR 37 & 7T 9918 T € for yRd 2047 fawRa yRa
A&l & IFT W WU BT b faTuifd T g
e By removing GST on insurance, cutting costs for life-saving medicines, simplifying taxes on
equipment, and lowering rates on preventive services, the government has built a framework
that supports the entire health-care chain.

T IR Sfiegdt

BeTHR, SIaTR&® SaTsfl ot AN HH Hdb, IUBUN UR BRI B I ITHT

3R FaR® arsif IR &R geTa, WHR A TH THT a1 qaR a1 § S gt W SaHId gae
&1 TS FRAT B |
e The true test of success will not be in higher revenue collections but in how many more
treatments people can access, whether preventive and wellness services become routine,
how far consumer trust in health care grows, whether misuse of antibiotics and Schedule H
drugs is curbed, and, most importantly, how many lives are saved.

qrifdes Hherdl b Uil S Xroied Iue § =161 gl wifess g8 g1 fob ol foba siferep

JUER U &R Ghd &, 1 IR 3R da9 Jard afid g et €, W e o IuHie
fayr fobe1 Sga 3, T TRy SiR Qeyel T2 qansil & GOUANT &1 AT Sl &, 3R Fad
Teayul a1d, forat et s st 81

Why are European nations now
moving to recognise Palestine?

Can the European Union coordinate a unified response to Palestine?

Franciszek Snarski

The story so far:
n a significant diplomatic shift,
several European nations,
including Spain, Ireland, and
Norway, have formally recognised
the state of Palestine. The move has
created a ripple effect, prompting major
powers like France to clarify their own
positions. French President Emmanuel
Macron stated he is “totally ready to
recognise a Palestinian state,” but stressed
such a move “must come at a useful
moment.” This wave of recognition is the
culmination of overlapping geopolitical,
moral, and domestic pressures that have
reached a tipping point.

What makes recognition urgent now?
The primary catalyst has been the war in
Gaza following the October 7 attacks. The
scale of the subsequent Israeli military
response, resulting in widespread
destruction and a humanitarian
catastrophe, has shocked European
sensibilities and made the previous status
quo untenable. This has been

compounded by the official stance of
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu's government, which has
rejected the two-state solution, the
foundational principle of decades of
international diplomacy. The legal
proceedings at the International Court of
Justice, where South Africa has accused
Israel of violating the Genocide
Convention, have further intensified the
pressure on European nations to take a
definitive stance. For many governments,
recognition is no longer a final reward for
a settlement but a necessary act to
preserve the very possibility of a two-state
solution.

How has Ukraine reshaped Europe’s
stance on sovereignty?

The Russian invasion of Ukraine in 2022
forced Europe to adopt a principled stand
on national sovereignty and the
inadmissibility of acquiring land by force.
However, this robust defence of
international law has thrown Europe’s
decades-long inaction on the Israeli
occupation of Palestinian territories into
sharp relief. Intellectuals, media

commentators, and civil society across
the continent have increasingly pointed
out this glaring hypocrisy, weakening the
moral authority of European foreign
policy. Governments now face immense
pressure to demonstrate consistency. This
“consistency gap” has become a
significant liability, prompting a
re-evaluation of their position.
Recognising Palestine is thus partly an
attempt to realign their policies and
project a more coherent and principled
stance on the world stage.

What are the domestic political
pressures inside European countries?
The foreign policy shift is also a direct
response to roiling domestic politics.
Across Europe, public opinion has shifted
palpably. The European Parliament’s own
Eurobarometer survey (2023) showed that
72% of Europeans support upholding
international law in all conflicts - a
principle increasingly seen as applying to
Palestine as well. The harrowing images
from Gaza have fuelled massive public
demonstrations, student-led university
encampments from Paris to Dublin, and

relentless advocacy from human rights
organisations. Youth and progressive
constituencies, which form a crucial voter
base for many ruling centre-left and green
parties, are demanding concrete action
beyond mere condemnation. For these
governments, the political cost of inaction
s rising steeply. Being perceived as
passive is becoming a significant electoral
risk, making recognition a signal to the
domestic audience that their government
is aligned with the evolving moral
consensus of its electorate.

Why are some countries moving
faster than others?

The varied pace of recognition reveals the
deep historical and political fault lines
within Europe. Countries like Spain,
Ireland, and Norway share a history of
sympathy for the Palestinian cause,
rooted in their own experiences with
national struggle or a tradition of social
democratic internationalism. Norway was
host to the 1993 Oslo Accords; its
recognition of Palestine in 2024 was seen
as admitting that the negotiated path has
collapsed, and new leverage is needed. In
stark contrast, nations like Germany and
Austria remain reluctant, constrained by
the profound historical responsibility of
the Holocaust, which has forged an
ironclad commitment to Israel’s security.
Meanwhile, many eastern European
countries, such as Poland and Hungary,
recognised Palestine decades ago under
Soviet influence. However, today these
same countries tend to align their foreign
policy closely with the U.S. and are
hesitant to take a leading role on the

issue, prioritising transatlantic unity.

How are these moves coordinated at
the European Union level?

This patchwork approach is a direct
consequence of the European Union’s
institutional structure. The European
Union’s Common Foreign and Security
Policy requires unanimity among all 27
member states to form a collective
position — a consensus that is currently
impossible to achieve. As a result, the
decision on recognition has been left to
individual member states. However, these
are not entirely isolated actions. The
moves by Spain, Ireland, and Norway
were deliberately coordinated to create a
greater political impact. This
“like-minded group” approach builds
momentum; when one set of countries
acts, it provides political cover and
encouragement for others to follow. While
aunified EU position remains distant, this
state-by-state process is creating a de facto
shift in Europe’s collective posture. The
war in Gaza, the intellectual contradiction
exposed by the Ukraine conflict, and
rising domestic political activism have
forced a change.

This is a symbolic shift in how a
growing part of Europe wants to project
its values and power globally. While
recognition itself does not end the
occupation or the conflict, it signals
unequivocally that many in Europe are no
longer comfortable being passive
spectators to the dismantling of the
two-state solution.

Franciszek Snarski is a graduate of Sciences
Po, Paris
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Why Are European Nations Now Moving to Recognise
Palestine?

RN 3 3 e @Y Ar=dT o ¢ 7R 87

Recognitiop of Palestine by European Nations
=0 g TR &Y wr=gan

¢ In a significant diplomatic shift, several European nations, including Spain, Ireland, and
Norway, have formally recogmsed the state of Palestine.
¥ 3 RO <20, foFE |, SmRds SR A1 a6, =
&Wwﬁmﬁwaﬁwa“rél

e The move has created a ripple effect, prompting major powers like France to clarify their
own positions.
Y HeH A U a9 UHTE Tl f5ar €, e wig S v wifdaal & oo Rufa wy & &
ferg ufva fosam

e French President Emmanuel Macron stated he is “totally ready to recognise a Palestinian
state but stressed such a move “must come at a useful moment.”
%g%ﬁ AU A% 7 Fel o a8 R a0 &) & ave ar=uar 33 & fore
IR €, Alp1 IBH SR &2 b TH1 eH Suger FHY WX i1 =1feT|
e This wave of recognition is the culmination of overlapping geopolitical, moral, and domestic
pressures that have reached a tipping point.

HIRATT BT 39 TeX BT URUTH HRISHITaP, e 3R 9 garal &1 W g, &l 319 T
fRortae fig 9@ uga go1 71

What makes recognition urgent now?
3 HIIAT B FI A S HIHT ST 38T 22

o The primary catalyst has been the war in Gaza following the October 7 attacks.
T IR ST | G Y81 7, S 7 Sfagar & gHEl & 91G gafl|

o The scale of the subsequent Israeli military response, resulting in widespread destruction
and a humanitarian catastrophe, has shocked European sensibilities and made the
previous status quo untenable.
3P d1¢ D! oISl 99 ufafsrar & 9A = age 31 3R ArdY e I foar,
o gRIf wag-TS &) Fewt @ 3R gd &1 fRAfT SifRR 31 S|

e This has been compounded by the official stance of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s government, which has rejected the two-state solution, the foundational
principle of decades of international diplomacy.
33 SRTSA b YUTTHA ST AGATE PR B AMeebRe R 3 3k sgrar 8, e 4)-
ST T 1 SRAHR o5, STt =T BT ARG Fe-ifa o1 4et Rigid 21

o The legal proceedings at the International Court of Justice, where South Africa has
accused Israel of violating the Genocide Convention, have further intensified the pressure
on European nations to take a definitive stance.

ATTAY H I 5] B UihdT, Sl G0 3BI®T - SoRI3d R SHHER Y &

I R BT SR AT ], 7 Rdtg 20 W FAufae fRufa a7 &1 gama ok sg1 fliar g1

e For many governments, recognition is no longer a final reward for a settlement but a
necessary act to preserve the very possibility of a two-state solution.
F% BRI & foQ, AT 3@ fHi queiia &1 Sifed RpR 61 8, 9fch S1-ITa Jare &
HUTGT B §HTE TG & 1T U STIRAD HEH 5 |
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How has Ukraine reshaped Europe’s stance on sovereignty?

gp A TR B FUYdT R RN F1 A 9¢a fear @2

The Russian invasion of Ukraine in 2022 forced Europe to adopt a principled stand on

national sovereignty and the inadmissibility of acquiring land by force.

2022 B = BT Yob+T YR THHVT T Dl HUYAT 3R 99 gRT YA iftrrgor 3t

FtpTdaT R Ue Rigid snetla 3@ oA o forg AereR &= fear!

However, this robust defence of international law has thrown Europe’s decades-long

mactlon on the Israeli occupation of Palestinian territories into sharp relief.
&mﬂ% ST B 39 Holgd &7 - fiferdi=t &= W goRTsel ®odl & Raams U

# g ddt I ISR faan B

Intellectuals, media commentators, and civil society across the continent have

increasingly pointed out this glaring hypocrisy, weakening the moral authority of European

foreign policy.

TeIEIT 1R & difgs, fifsar Rufier ik arive ure 7 59 Wy urds &t 3R 96t g3

& ST d fora &, ot qRIUH fae =fifa &1 Afae wiftrewor ook g5 6

Governments now face immense pressure to demonstrate consistency.

3T BRI BT 3 e fea & e fI=rer gama &1 I BT Us @1 B |

This “consistency gap” has become a significant liability, prompting a re-evaluation of their

position.

u‘g;ﬁm@u@mﬁﬁﬁmﬁaﬁw% o ! fUf &1 i Smaa gl

Tzl

Recognising Palestine is thus partly an attempt to realign policies and project a more

coherent and principled stance on the world stage.

zqfery fferdi= &) Ar=an <1 31 w0 § ifaat Y g IR F31 iR Ay TR w

3 T iR Rigiayel @ UeRid & &1 w31

What Are the Domestic Political Pressures Inside European Countries?

RIf 320 & 3ieR TR ISP gaTd FT 872

The foreign policy shift is also a direct response to roiling domestic politics.

ez ifa d agama (foreign policy shift) W RIS Eﬁ?ﬁ'ﬁFﬁﬁr (roiling domestic
politics) T T STaTe B

Across Europe, public opinion has shifted palpably.

TR R T, HrdwI=es I (public opinion) T WY IEATd 3T 3|

The European Parliament’s Eurobarometer survey (2023) showed that 72% of
Europeans support upholding international law in all conflicts — a principle increasingly
seen as applying to Palestine as well.

YRIYTT HHE BT Eurobarometer Hd (2023) ATl & o 72% TRV ART ST ST
%rgfgglonagaw) BT U $IA FT THIF Fd §, U6 Riaid o 3@ fefrsd= iR +ft @,
@8I

Harrowing images from Gaza have fuelled massive public demonstrations, student-led
university encampments, and relentless advocacy from human rights organisations.

TITSTT (Gaza) 1 HATAE AR A 98 UM R Ardwif=e ye=iHl, 3F-Aqa ard fayfaeraa
%ﬂ?ﬁé 3R AFATRIPR JTS1 (human rights organisations) D AR ghTed Bl deldl
I

Youth and progressive constituencies, forming a crucial voter base for many ruling centre-
Ieft and green parties, are demanding concrete action beyond mere condemnation.
HdgIdl dYg (youth and progressive constituencies), EICERGE]

W?ﬂ?ﬂ Tev-dvre 3R W= urfdar (centre-left and green parties) & fom ﬂ%ﬂ'ﬂ;ﬂfﬂﬁm

SHTYR %‘ mﬁa@q%m%mﬁ (concrete action) P IIT‘TWQ%%I

For these governments, the political cost of inaction is rising steeply.

%37[ WEHRI & ﬁ‘IQ ﬁ:‘mﬁﬁ:ﬁn @1 ISHIAS AT (political cost of inaction) ot I de ?%)[
I
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Being perceived as passive is becoming a significant electoral risk, making recognition a
signal to the domestic audience that their government aligns with the evolving moral
consensus of its electorate.

ffSFa (passive) A ST T& AedqUl gATdl ST (electoral risk) S 38T 7, o< Ar=gat
(recognition) TR SIdT & folT Yohd T © b ITht TWBR 30 Tagrarsil ot ggerdt Afas
(evolving moral consensus) & A=Y %’I

Why Are Some Countries Moving Faster Than Others?

FO WG P AT A Aol A T Tg @ &2

The varied pace of recognition reveals deep historical and political fault lines within
Europe.

A=gar @ s 1 RIT & iR e eaeTiRie 8ik Ieifae faHTe T Y@t (deep
historical and political fault lines) Pl IOR B! %I

Countries like Spain, Ireland, and Norway share a history of sympathy for the Palestinian
cause, rooted in their own experiences with national struggle or a tradition of social
democratic internationalism.

TH, 3TRAS 3R A4 (Spain, Ireland, Norway) S =1 T fpferRedi S1Ror (Palestinian
cause) & ufd ﬂ%ﬂﬁ[ﬁf 2l ﬁ%ﬂ g, s—ﬁ ?T@'CI e (national struggle) & Giﬂﬂ-liﬁ a1
TS Aediia® (somal democratic internationalism) P RO § fAfed %I
Norway hosted the 1993 Oslo Accords; its recognition of Palestine in 2024 was seen as
admitting that the negotiated path has collapsed, and new leverage is needed.

EIC] (Norway) 91993 & 3T '\‘I’H?ﬁ?f (Oslo Accords) & ASa ! oY 2024 H e
DI AT 38 WHR B ST T 747 {5 Fearsit &1 ART (negotiated path) 4% Y 74T,
3R T 0TI (new leverage) Pt 3TaTHT 3|

In stark contrast, countries like Germany and Austria remain reluctant, constrained by the
profound historical responsibility of the Holocaust, which has forged a strong
commitment to Israel’s security.

g% faudia, S 3R SHTf&aT (Germany and Austria) 3@ i fgaferar 7@ € (reluctant),
e ﬁ?ﬂﬁw I TR ﬁﬁlﬂm ﬁﬁa'r?r (profound historical responsibility of the
Holoc%aust) 3¢ SURTSd DI GR&T (Israel’s security) & Ui Aogd UfAaGdl o TR HoleR
C2GI]

Many eastern European countries, such as Poland and Hungary, recognised Palestine
decades ago under Soviet influence, but today align closely with the U.S., hesitant to take a
leading role, prioritising transatlantic unity.

ﬁ qgﬁq:ﬂtﬁn a'QT (eastern European countries), S tﬁa?; Gﬁ'\’ BTI'\FT (Poland and
Hungary) = S9ifadd UHTE (Soviet influence) & T8d G| Ugd (UhfaId I &I AT o off,
AT 31 3 SARDT (U.S.) T ATF A (S &, T Yfe! i 3 e & ok
Jfedifcd Tl (transatlantic unity) B! Urufirear ¢d g

How Are These Moves Coordinated at the European Union Level?

T HY TR W 57 HGHI BT IH-GY Y fhar SIrar 32

This patchwork approach is a direct consequence of the European Union’s institutional
structure.

g AT Eﬁﬁﬁw (patchwork approach) qg’rtﬁa Y DI GRITTT Fg= T (European
Union’s institutional structure) &I et afkomy %I
The EU’s Common Foreign and Security Policy requires unanimity among all 27 member
states to form a collective position, a consensus currently impossible to achieve.

EU &’ﬁﬂ'l’{l%ﬂ?ﬁﬁ"\’r aﬁ'\rg\r&nﬁ’ﬁ%r (Common Foreign and Security Policy) quft 27 e
I} & S HGHFA (unanimity) &1 JTT BT § dlfds ATHfe® fRUF (collective position)
TS O Wb, Ot gaHT & FHF TgY (impossible) B
As a result, the decision on recognition has been left to individual member states.
;?ﬂaaq, Al 1 vl safdaira Tewg IS4l (individual member states) TR ©1s fear mar

I
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Moves by Spain, Ireland, and Norway were deliberately coordinated to create greater
political impact

3R A1 (Spain, Ireland, Norway) §RRT 331U 7T HeHl BT SR JH-AY
o T AR ST AHITAP UG (greater political impact) U1 81 I |
This “like-minded group” approach builds momentum; when one set of countries acts, it
provides political cover and encouragement for others to follow.
Tg “HHT fAaRYURT a8 TYE (like-minded group)” TRHIVI 7Y T &1 8; 519 Th THE
PHRATS BT 7, Al T8 TR & {o1U ST |REUT (political cover) 3R TieATe+
(encouragement) Ygld ddl gl
While a unified EU position remains distant, this state-by-state process is creating a de
facto shift in Europe’s collective posture.
Safes Taied EU AT (unified EU position) 31+t g1 8, T8 Is9-aR UfHAT (state-by-state
process) TIT P AHfed RUTT & afdd 9¢aTd (de facto shift) 1 8! g
The war in Gaza, the intellectual contradiction exposed by the Ukraine conflict, and rising
domestic political activism have forced a change.
et | Y& (war in Gaza), W T (Ukraine conflict) gRRT 3SR difgs faRturyr
(intellectual contradiction), 3R qed! ‘ﬁﬁmﬁﬁ gfepadr (domestic political
activism) = URad (change) &' ToTsR fHar B
This is a symbolic shift in how a growing part of Europe wants to project its values and
power globally.
g @'q & aa?r R gRT 3T 'ﬂﬁﬁ eﬁﬁf% wfe (values and power globally) DI dd
HRA 1 Ud UellPTeT® 9¢ard (symbolic shift) 3
While recognition itself does not end the occupation or conflict, it signals that many in
Europe are no longer comfortable being passive spectators to the dismantling of the two-
state solution.
S ATdT WY SRR Heal (occupation) AT JHY (conflict) BT THIE Tg! @, T8 Hdbd
ot % & CI;@U 2| ﬁ @ o@ faferg 3‘5213? (passive spectators) & =0 H GI-Isg GHIYE
(two-state solution) & fqges & 3@/ T T8 PR @ B
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EXPLAINER

Is Voter Adhikar Yatra making
a difference on the ground?

The yatra highlights flaws in Bihar’s SIR of electoral rolls, energising INDIA bloc while raising anxiety among

voters; BLOs remain stretched, BLAs disengaged, leaving many uncertain about inclusion on the electoral lists

Sarthak Bagchi

The story so far:
he Voter Adhikar Yatra, led by
Rahul Gandhi, travelled 1,300
kilometres across 25 districts of
Bihar to highlight ‘vote chori’
and alleged flaws in the ongoing special
intensive revision (SIR) of electoral rolls.
The campaign brought the INDIA bloc
partners together, relied heavily on social
media for outreach, and linked voter roll
deletions to fears of exclusion from
welfare schemes. While enthusiasm was
visible on the ground, communication
gaps by Booth Level Officers (BLOs) and
Booth Level Agents (BLAs) left many
voters anxious and uncertain about their
status on the rolls.

‘What was the Voter Adhikar Yatra in
Bihar?

The Congress organised the Voter Adhikar
Yatra to expose alleged electoral
malpractices by the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) and point out the Election
Commission’s alleged complicity in them.
Mr. Gandhi travelled in an open jeep with
grand alliance leaders, including Tejashwi
Yadav (RJD), Dipankar Bhattacharya
(CPI-ML), Mukesh Sahni (VIP), and State
Congress president Rajesh Ram. With all
leaders travelling together, the strength
and bonhomie between alliance partners
were on full display.

At different stops, other members of
the INDIA bloc, such as Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M.K. Stalin, Samajwadi Party
chief Akhilesh Yadav, and Congress
leaders such as Priyanka Gandhi Vadra,
Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah,
and Deepender Hooda, joined the yatra,
signaling coordination between the
alliance partners. While the yatra
received limited coverage in mainstream
media, much like the Bharat Jodo Yatra,
the Congress party emphasised a
communication drive through social
media, producing up to 20 reels,
photographs, ad campaigns, and daily
messages.

The continuous and sustained
presence of Mr. Gandhi and Congress
party’s top leadership in Bihar for close to
two weeks has enthused the cadres and
workers of the party, but a sizeable chunk
of the supporters and spectators for the
yatra and the several rallies along its route
were populated by alliance partners like
RJD, VIP, and CPI(ML). Slogans like Vote
Chor Gaddi Chhodd energised the yatra,
and conversations with villagers showed
that Mr. Gandhi’s presence and the fear of
deletions from voter lists were beginning
to resonate. However, the messaging
remained largely top-down rather than
organically emerging from the ground.

‘Who are the BLOs, and what did they
do in the SIR?

BLOs are mostly school teachers and, in
some cases, Anganwadi workers, who
work at the Panchayat level and form the
last tier of the Election Commission’s
hierarchy. Inducted into the Election
Commission’s apparatus in 2007, BLOs
act as the custodians of the electoral roll
at each polling booth. Their
responsibilities include cleaning the
electoral rolls in each of the over 90,000
polling booths in Bihar. Their task was to
visit each household and update voter
lists — adding new names, deleting
deceased voters, and removing duplicates
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Matter of discussion: Rahul Gandhi during the Voter Adhikar Yatra, in Bihar. pTI

or fake entries.

Given the intra-state migratory nature
of work among school teachers, several
BLOs do not work in their home district
or native Panchayats. Very rarely is a
school teacher posted in their native
Panchayat. This means that most BLOs
are not fully familiar with all residents in
their areas. For example, a resident of
Supaul (Seemanchal or East Bihar) may be
posted as a teacher in Ara (Bhojpur or
West Bihar) and become the BLO in Ara,
but might not know all local voters. This
lack of familiarity has made it challenging
for BLOs to collect accurate information.

In addition, the BLOs were incredibly
pressed for time, with a deadline to meet
1,200-1,500 voters within 30 days, leaving
many unable to visit every household for
verification.

Adding to the frenzy was confusion
about which documents would be

accepted: while some BLOs accepted

Aadhaar or ration cards, others insisted
on residence proof or birth certificates for
voter registration.

Who are the BLAs? And why are they
not actively pursuing wrongful
deletions in Bihar?
BLAs are appointed by political parties
and are usually an integral part of the
Polling Booth Level Committee for each
booth. BLAs are a vital cog in the wheel of
the party organisation, and their strength
often represents the strength of that
party’s presence. According to the
Election Commission, Bihar has a total of
1,60,813 BLAs. The BJP has the highest
number of BLAs at 53,338; RJD follows
with 47,506. JD(U), the ruling party for
the last 20 years, has close to 36,000
BLAs, while Congress has only 17,549
across 90,000 polling booths in Bihar.
Across several villages in Darbhanga,
Sitamarhi, Seohar, Bettiah, Gopalganj,

Siwan, and Ara, we asked villagers
whether any BLAs had approached them
to explain about the SIR process or the
procedure to get them re-enlisted on the
electoral rolls, in case their names were
deleted from the first list (among the 65
lakh names omitted in the first draft).
Most villagers claimed that no BLAs had
approached them since the SIR process
concluded on July 26th. Among the RJD
and Congress, most party workers and
activists, including BLAs, appeared to be
busy with the management of the Voter
Adhikar Yatra. Ganga Mandal, an RJD
leader in Darbhanga City, admitted that
his team was preoccupied with yatra
preparations and had not been able to
approach voters regarding the electoral
roll revision.

The yatra passed through Darbhanga
via Muzaffarpur on August 27th. Jitender
Kishor, an RJD leader from Gaayghat,
Muzaffarpur, remarked that even when
RJD BLAs have submitted objections,
BLOs were not accepting them. The
process of submission of objection, with a
strict format to be followed by the voter,
including filing an affidavit and Form 6, is
also tedious and complicated, some
political activists claimed, making it
difficult for parties to train their BLAs.
Among the grand alliance, only CPI(ML),
with 1,496 BLAs, appears to have had
some success, submitting over 100
objections, the highest by any political
party in Bihar. The Election Commission
has also placed a limit of 10 objections per
day and a maximum of 30 claims to be
filed by a single BLA from each booth. In
totality, the process of filing objections to
names missing from the draft electoral
roll appears to be complex and restrictive
on the ground.

What, according to the voters, is the
impact of Voter Adhikar Yatra in
Bihar?

The ground-level discourse on ‘vote chori’
is yet to take a robust shape; however,
there is noticeable anxiety over missing
names. In Sahni Tola of Betua Panchayat,
Muzaffarpur, near where the yatra
camped on August 27th, voters from the
Nishad community expressed their
concern about many names being
omitted from the revised voter list.
Baleshwar Sahni, a voter from Betua
Panchayat, said that most people of his
locality were unaware whether their
names had been retained. He added that
the BLOs were unresponsive, and the lack
of clear communication from both BLOs
and BLAs added more fire to speculative
murmurs about the impending threats of
deletion from the voter list.

Naresh Sahni, from the same village,
also expressed frustration, noting that no
political party seemed to be making active
attempts on the ground to explain the
complete picture about missing names
from the voter list. The combination of
incoherent or absent communication and
the lack of party workers at the ground
level, coupled with strong social media
messaging about ‘vote chori’ promoted by
the Voter Adhikar Yatra, is turning
speculation and concern into real fear of
omission among voters. The messaging
from Mr. Yadav, suggesting that removal
from the voter list could lead to exclusion
from welfare services, also appears to
resonate with the public. A tea shop
owner in Betua Panchayat admitted that
an exclusion from the voter list is
dangerous, as it could lead to removal
from the ration list and other welfare
benefits.

Seen as a more real and immediate
danger, the threat of exclusion from
redistributive schemes like ration and
pension seems to matter more to voters
than distant ideas about ‘vote chori’ in the
Mahadevapura constituency of Karnataka
or in Haryana.

Sarthak Bagchi teaches in Ahmedabad
University and has been studying elections
in Bihar since 2015. He trailed the Voter
Adhikar Yatra in Bihar during its last leg
from August 27:30
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The yatra highlights flaws in Bihar’s SIR of electoral rolls, energising INDIA bloc while
raising anxiety among voters.

g 4T (yatra) faer ¥ SIR (Special Intensive Revision) Hdgldl ﬁ'tﬁ EEGIED| (flaws) Cal
IR &<l 8, INDIA ST (INDIA bloc) &1 IR el & 3R AAGETST (voters) H friaT
(anxiety) EFG!TEﬁ %

BLOs remain stretched, BLAs disengaged, leaving many uncertain about inclusion on
the electoral lists.

BLOs (Booth Level Officers) 3t oft eI (stretched) % BLAs (Booth Level
Assistants) 3@T-4aT §, S0 &3 AN Aaerar gt & A 811 (inclusion on the
electoral lists) CARETECIRIEG %"I

Voter Adhikar Yatra in Bihar
faeR o wderar Sif¥er g

The Voter Adhikar Yatra, led by Rahul Gandhi, travelled 1,300 kilometres across 25
districts of Bihar to highlight 'vote chori' and alleged flaws in the ongoing special
intensive revision (SIR) of electoral rolls.

gd M SR AJA DI TS Aagrar fUGR I A fagR & 25 forai 7 1,300 fHardier ot
wﬂ? e "ae aRY 3R I R IR 189 I=e= (SIR) ® S fyd @il & 3R fear
Sl I

The campaign brought the INDIA bloc partners together, relied heavily on social media for
outreach, and linked voter roll deletions to fears of exclusion from welfare schemes.

39 YT 7 INDIA ST & TSR] B! TH [Ty 1T, [T WfEar i Falkar &, ok
el gdi d §eT &) HTuT o3 § ISP R & 83 4 SIS0

While enthusiasm was visible on the ground, communication gaps by Booth Level Officers
(BLOs) and Booth Level Agents (BLAs) left many voters anxious and uncertain about their
status on the rolls.

Safes S IR I8 AT 74T, §Y TR RIS (BLOs) 3R Y TR TSiel (BLAs) GRT
TAR SaRTe A F3 Adardsi &1 3! gul # fRufa &1 dax f[ifad ok s/ & s fean

What was the Voter Adhikar Yatra in Bihar?
fagR # wagar sfrerR g = Afi?

The Congress organised the Voter Adhikar Yatra to expose alleged electoral malpractices
by the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and point out the Election Commission’s alleged
compllmty in them.

3 Haerdr SRBR AT A Bt difcs UR STaT UTel (BJP) §RT Hid gATd!
AR &1 IR {3501 51 9 3R 394 frafae sma 3t s frdiuma o foam o1 9|
Mr. Gandhi travelled in an open jeep with grand alliance leaders, including Tejashwi Yadav
(RJD), Dipankar Bhattacharya (CPI-ML), Mukesh Sahni (VIP), and State Congress
president Rajesh Ram.
ot 7rieh 9 gt Shu & g 31, W AeRTedy_ & Adr, S ded! g1ed (RJD), SUidR
YgTaTd (CPI-ML), GHRT et (VIP), 3R I5T ST feaes ISR IW A I
With all leaders travelling together, the strength and bonhomie between alliance partners
were on full display.
Faft el & WY AT B Y TS WSER! & s Aorge 3R WeTd T ave foa
At different stops, other members of the INDIA bloc, such as Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin, Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav, and Congress leaders such as
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah, and Deepender Hooda,
joined the yatra, signaling coordination between the alliance partners.
fafia 38XTal TR INDIA TP & 3T TS, oY ARYe-Tg I M.K. T, quTerard)
e &y SifdwT aTea, SR HII war 9 it widh argT, aﬂmg@mﬂ
R, ok i gg1, aen § Wid gU, S TS WISIeR] & 1Y G0y &1 Idbd 3d B
While the yatra received limited coverage in mainstream media, much like the Bharat
Jodo Yatra, the Congress party emphasised a communication drive through social
media, producing up to 20 reels, photographs, ad campaigns, and daily messages.
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S I &1 GEryRT Hifsar § Wifia wave (el fepa URd st aman & e, Fo
gref = Arnfore HifEar & Arend A YuR M R §R o, Jiraw 20 $ia, 9w, fagma
SRR 3R e = 98 |

The continuous and sustained presence of Mr. Gandhi and Congress party’s top leadership
in Bihar for close to two weeks has enthused the cadres and workers of the party.

fIER & @ at g0 ad o et iR Hio urdf ot =i Agea o FRER IufRufa A ardt &
PSR SR FriFatat &1 Ixfed faan

A sizable chunk of the supporters and spectators for the yatra and several rallies along its
route were populated by alliance partners like RJD, VIP, and CPI(ML).

T 3R 39 AFf IR B3 el & ford Judey iR g=fel &1 e Ta1 e ngdeq ArsigRy
S RJD, VIP, 3 CPI(ML) ¥ 4TI

Slogans like 'Vote Chor Gaddi Chhodd' energised the yatra, and conversations with
villagers showed that Mr. Gandhi’s presence and the fear of deletions from voter lists were
beginning to resonate.

e IR MS! BS' S AR 3 T B St &, 3R Il & Y drdeia 9 uar e f off meh
B! JufRUf 3R AdeTaT JRral A g M BT S YHTG ST @ ]

However, the messaging remained largely top-down rather than organically emerging from
the ground.

BT, HRT BT THROT GBTd: }MY & i & 3iiR W81, T3 39 o ag o= ¥ w@nvifas
U Y ITA

Who are the BLOs, and What Did They Do in the SIR?
BLO & &, 3iY 311 SIR & &1 fohan?

BLOs are mostly school teachers and, in some cases, Anganwadi workers, who work at
the Panchayat level and form the last tier of the Election Commission’s hierarchy.

BLOs (Booth Level Officers) SUlald? ¥p el e (school teachers) 3R P o |
GITJHH'I@ PrdHar (Anganwadi workers) gd €, S varad WR (Panchayat level) UR ®TH
PR & IR AT SITART (Election Commission) ¥ UG (hierarchy) BT S TR &1 1
Inducted into the Election Commission’s apparatus in 2007, BLOs act as the custodians
of the electoral roll at each polling booth.

2007 H gA1d 3TART & & (Election Commission’s apparatus) T i fT MU BLOS
TP AdGH % (polling booth) UR HdQIdT ?’Eﬂ (electoral roll) & TRED (custodians) &
FUH B BB
Their responsibilities include cleaning the electoral rolls in each of the over 90,000 polling
booths in Bihar.

I ormerieal # fagr & 90,000 & 3t e F&l (polling booths) H Heerar gfrat
(electoral rolls) | HTFIg' RIS %I
Their task was to visit each household and update voter lists — adding new names,
deleting deceased voters, and removing duplicates or fake entries.
36T BT TP ¥R (household) HT GRT HRAT 3R AAGTAT JaT (voter lists) Pl TS HIAT
T — T AT ST, fadTa Aaerdrsft & g, 3R giire a1 Fae ufafdat &) ger
Given the intra-state migratory nature of work among school teachers, several BLOs do not
work in their home district or native Panchayats.

Ihdl et & ofa woa & Wiar &1 yarfmar (intra-state migratory nature) & BRI, F3
BLOs 30+ Hd IEGIR IR EIRG (home district or native Panchayats) T HH T8l B |
Very rarely is a school teacher posted in their native Panchayat. This means most BLOs are
not fully familiar with all residents in their areas.
95d B ! BIg W 1&/ U Y& U=Tad (native Panchayat) o TIRe faa1 oTaT 81 59T
Tqad g fb ST BLOs $u= & & T+t Ramie &1 gt ave ¥ =16l Sa |
Example: a resident of Supaul (Seemanchal or East Bihar) may be posted as a teacher in
Ara (Bhojpur or West Bihar) and become the BLO in Ara, but might not know all local
voters.

JalerUl: ﬁtﬁﬁ (Seemanchal T East Bihar) &I fAart T (Bhojpur 9T West Bihar) o
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Rrerer & =0 T URe 8 Tl g IR SRTH BLO §1 Iaval 8, Al a8 T+t RITI Hagraraif
(local voters) CIEHEIEEESIT

o This lack of familiarity has made it challenging for BLOs to collect accurate information.
£ ufvag &1 &t (lack of familiarity) & HRU BLOs & ol AP ATDHRY (accurate
information) T3 &R AUl 81 T g

e BLOs were incredibly pressed for time, with a deadline to meet 1,200-1,500 voters within
30 days, leaving many unable to visit every household for verification.

BLOs TR JHY &1 3E 19 (pressed for time) T, 30 &= # 1,200-1,500 AagTarai
(1,200-1,500 voters) d% Ugd &1 3ifaw fafd (deadline) 2, SR &8 BLOs U TR HT GRT
PR FATIA gl HR YT |

e Adding to the frenzy was confusion about documents: some BLOs accepted Aadhaar or
ration cards, others insisted on residence proof or birth certificates for voter registration.

9 3YT-GUA H 3R SOTHT g3 gxTdsll (documents) HI AHR YA F: TS BLOs STYR T
IR BT (Aadhaar or ration cards) WHR Hd ¥, STafes 3= FIGRT THTUT IT ST THTOTY
(residence proof or birth certificates) P HAGIT UolIhRUT o forg sraxg® EEGR

www.patrioticias.in

Who are the BLAs? And Why Are They Not Actively Pursuing Wrongful Deletions in Bihar?
BLA &4 g, 3R 3 fagR & 7ad a8id | gere 7 i 3t aftea ©u F w0 7981 3@ @ 872

e BLAs are appointed by political parties and are usually an integral part of the Polling Booth
Level Committee for each booth.

BLAs (Booth Level Assistants) &I IsI-iTd® UTfedl (political parties) gRT Fgad faar
ST | 3R 4 Td% qY P! Polling Booth Level Committee &1 3117 g gid gl

o BLAs are a vital cog in the party organisation, and their strength often represents the
strength of that party’s presence.
BLAs UTef TTe+ (party organisation) f{'ﬁl'e!ﬁ'{l?f ﬂ-jﬁlﬁ ﬁfﬁ-ﬂﬁ% 3R I dIhd SRR I
urdf 9 SufRufa (party’s presence) P dihd BT UM Bt %
e According to the Election Commission, Bihar has a total of 1,60,813 BLAs.
Y19 3TANT (Election Commission) & 3R, f9gR & $ 1,60,813 BLAs & |
¢ BJP has the highest number of BLAs at 53,338; RJD follows with 47,506. JD(U) has close to
36,000 BLASs, while Congress has only 17,549 across 90,000 polling booths in Bihar.
BJP & UMY Ja9 3P BLAs & 53,338; RJD & U 47,506 & | JD(U) I U TTHT 36,000
gLAs € 91f% Congress & U fS8R & 90,000 HAGH F&T (polling booths) T Fad 17,549
I
e Across several villages in Darbhanga, Sitamarhi, Seohar, Bettiah, Gopalganj, Siwan, and
Ara, villagers were asked whether any BLAs had approached them to explain the SIR
process or how to get re-enlisted, if deleted.
i, Haradt, Weiter, e, Murerier, Ryam, iR omR1 & &2 Midt &, artol & gt
s o1 o6 BLA 3 ST W fpar 3R SIR WfdpaT (SIR process) T ATH geW S W e &
UolIRUT (re-enlisted) TR &I AR 1T THTAT|

e Most villagers claimed that no BLAs had approached them since the SIR process concluded
on July 26th.
ST TN 7 FHe1 o7 fh SIR ufshar 26 JaTE &Y TUIE 811 & q1g fhddl BLA 7 310
U g fora |

e Among the RJD and Congress, most party workers and activists, including BLAs, appeared
busy with the Voter Adhikar Yatra.
RJD 3R Congress ¥, 31w urdl srdawdl oik aftrae, 594 BLAs +ft 2nfiye €, atex
3P YTAT (Voter Adhikar Yatra) &1 daRI H o0 fewrs fau|

e Ganga Mandal, an RJD leader in Darbhanga City, admitted that his team was preoccupied
with yatra preparations and had not been able to approach voters regarding electoral roll
revision.

TR HSd (Ganga Mandal), 4T &R & RJD AdT A AMT {5 39! A s 1 darfyay
(yatra preparations) T ogd ot 3R wderar '\‘Eﬁ LRIDE] (electoral roll revision) & forg
Tagrarst  Iud T8l R U
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The yatra passed through Darbhanga via} Muzaffarpur on August 27th.
AT 27 AT B TOARPIYR Bid §T GIUTT A O (Darbhanga via Muzaffarpur) |

Jitender Kishor, an RJD leader from Gaayghat, Muzaffarpur, remarked that even when
RJD BLAs have submitted objections, BLOs were not accepting them.

fords frziz (Jitender Kishor), STFhIYR & T (Gaayghat, Muzaffarpur) & RJD Al
A &1 fos 919 RJD BLAs = 310l gof &1, a9 ot BLOs A 3% WI®R -T&1 fobar|

The process of submitting objections, with a strict format including filing an affidavit and
Form 6, is tedious and complicated, making it difficult for parties to train their BLAs.

3ot got B Bt ufshan, forad we1g A Fufa UREY (strict format) S g@wB-THT
(affidavit) 3R Form 6 Q’IT&WT% YPBTS IR wfed (tedious and complicated) %’ a8 arféay
& oY 31U BLAs o1 ORI -1 b g1 |

Among the grand alliance, only CPI(ML), with 1,496 BLAs, appears to have had some

success, submitting over 100 objections, the highest by any party in Bihar.

HETWTSEYH (grand alliance) §, ad CPI(ML), S/ U 1,496 BLAs €, &1 $& Jwhadl
foreft foars 2t 8, 391 100 | 3ifres MURIAT (100 objections) & @1, il f9gR & farelt +fi
O7e gRT T 31 g

The Election Commission has placed a limit of 10 objections per day and a maximum of
30 claims by a single BLA from each booth.

AT 3TN (Election Commission) = Ud® g ¥ T BLA gRT Ufafe 10 smafra (10
objections per day) 3R 3HfHar 30 S1Q (30 claims) ol R ! 1 T B B

In total, the process of filing objections to names missing from the draft electoral roll
appears complex and restrictive on the ground.

Fd TR, STUE HaGHAT gt (draft electoral roll) I A ATH TR AR gof A B
UW THH W Sfed ofik Wi (complex and restrictive) UG %I

Impact of Voter Adhikar Yatra in Bihar According to Voters
fIeR o gagrar fUeR a1 &1 Aagarsi & AR YHd

The ground-level discourse on 'vote chori' is yet to take a robust shape; however, there is
noticeable anxiety over missing names.

de A R o wR B wEt anft Ao T e A Ui 8; gidifes, A e g1 @) A
Wy RT3

In Sahni Tola of Betua Panchayat, Muzaffarpur, near where the yatra camped on August
27th, voters from the Nishad community expressed their concern about many names being
omitted from the revised voter list.

Tt SV, dg UaTad, GTRARYR §, S8 a6 A 27 SR &1 IR @A, 98t fH=mg
TS & Adardisi = NI Aaerar et | &5 ATH & §eT¢ A1 &1 fodl SIdls |

Baleshwar Sahni, a voter from Betua Panchayat, said that most people of his locality were
unaware whether their names had been retained.

G G & ATl SA%R ATe1 A $8T & ITb! VAT w1 § F i1z Y 78 v et
o1 fop I A it A o= § ar =g |

He added that the BLOs were unresponsive, and the lack of clear communication from
both BLOs and BLAs added more fuel to speculative murmurs about the impending threats
of deletion from the voter list.

354 ug t ST f5 BLOs A SiaTd 18} fau, 3R BLOs 3fiX BLAs GIFl ¥ WY AR &1 HHY
J AT G ¥ geTE W @) YuTad enfeal & srewal 3R rparel & 3R dgral

Naresh Sahni, from the same village, also expressed frustration, noting that no political
party seemed to be making active attempts on the ground to explain the complete picture
about missing names from the voter list.

T Tia & =T ATt A 2t fART= SqTE, 78 Al FRd gu f Big o weifae urdf e W
aftrg v 781 o X6t 2 o aaerar It A e Al & [ THGRT & S 9 |

The combination of incoherent or absent communication and the lack of party workers at
the ground level, coupled with strong social media messaging about 'vote chori' promoted
by the Voter Adhikar Yatra, is turning speculation and concern into real fear of omission
among voters.
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ST AT UG TR 3R i W urdf srdwata t i, wry § wagrar sifter
AT GRT TR dYe TR & Hored |ere HifEar Wi & Jaiem 3 Adararst & sredal siv
frran & aafa® Wa o 9ea fan B

e The messaging from Mr. Yadav, suggesting that removal from the voter list could lead to
exclusion from welfare services, also appears to resonate with the public.

oft aTed F1 X o AagTar T A geTT 9M ¥ FHearvr Aarsit V afTshR 8 Gahar g, ST

F Y I Ud g g

e A tea shop owner in Betua Panchayat admitted that an exclusion from the voter list is
dangerous, as it could lead to removal from the ration list and other welfare benefits.
ST U & Th 919 D gpIH & HIferd - WIHR (b1 [ Tegrar Tt & siesdr
AP ©, T ST IR JAt 3R 3 Fedur A4l A §eTT o1 &1 TR 81 Yol ¢ |

e Seen as a more real and immediate danger, the threat of exclusion from redistributive
schemes like ration and pension seems to matter more to voters than distant ideas about

'vote chori' in the Mahadevapura constituency of Karnataka or in Ha

TF 3P qRAfa® 3R debTd Wa¥ & =0 H a1 7, ARH 3R U=H

%ﬂa.

TS | IETHR BT WRT qdarsi & o sifed & wgreyRT fHatam &= a1 giamn &
Fle TR S R IRl F it Ayl udid g g

Crude oil to be driven longer-term by supply-demand mismatch

Reuters Moscow's invasion  of
SINGAPORE Ukraine.

The global crude oil mar-
ket is facing two long-term
fundamental shifts that
will change how cargoes
flow around the world and
how they are priced.

The first factor is a sup-
ply and demand issue,
with the vast majority of
demand growth concen-
trated in Asia but the sup-
ply growth largely coming
from the Americas outside
of the United States.

The second is that ener-
gy markets are being in-
creasingly subjected to pol-
itical influences and the
risk is that large blocs of
supply are cut off from de-
mand centres, as has been
seen with Europe largely
ending its purchases of
Russian oil in the wake of

These two factors will
once again force the oil
market to adapt, with lon-
ger vessel voyages, issues
around obtaining suitable
crude quality for refinery
configurations and how to
price new flows from one
region to another.

The swing to new pro-
duction out of the Ameri-
cas was highlighted in a
presentation by analysts
from Argus Media during
this week APPEC oil gath-
ering in Singapore.

Crude from the Ameri-
cas represents 85% of the
increase in incremental
global supply from non-
OPEC sources from 2024 to
2030, Argus said, adding
that amounted to 3.63 mil-
lion barrels per day (bpd).

Only a small proportion

Hot commodity: Oil demand is forecast to rise from 2024 to 2030 by 1 million bpd in West Asia. REUTERS

of this comes from the Un-
ited States, with the
world's largest oil producer
expected to see only mod-
est increases in output in
coming years.

Larger  contributions

come from Canada, Brazil,
Guyana, Argentina and Su-
riname, with some decline
expected from Mexico as
fields mature.

In contrast to the supply
growth, the demand

growth is concentrated in
the East of Suez markets,
Argus said, with India lead-
ing with an expected gain
of 2 million bpd from 2024
t02030.

Outside of India, the rest

of the Asia-Pacific region is
forecast to add 600,000
bpd of demand over the
period, while China actual-
ly loses 100,000 bpd as it
moves rapidly to electrify-
ing its transport fleet.

0Oil demand is forecast
by Argus to rise from 2024
t0 2030 by 1 million bpd in
the Middle East, by
6,00,000 bpd in Africa
and by 500,000 bpd in La-
tin America.

But the main takeaway
is that 90% of expected de-
mand growth is in the East
of Suez markets.

There is already evi-
dence of rising flows from
the Americas to Asia, with
volumes hitting a quarterly
record high of 4.09 million
bpd in the April to June pe-
riod, according to data
compiled by commodity
analysts Kpler.

This was up from 3.6
million bpd in the first
quarter and meant that oil
from the Americas ac-
counted for about 16% of
Asia's seaborne imports in
the second quarter.

The oil industry has a
solid track record in adapt-
ing to changing flows, so
it's reasonable to expect
that physically moving
crude from the Americas
to Asia will be feasible,
even if it's more costly.

What may be more chal-
lenging is dealing with the
new grades, which skew
towards being lighter and
sweeter, with the excep-
tion of Canada's heavy
crude.

It's likely that there will
be a surplus of light, sweet
crudes at a time when the
rising electrification of
vehicles cuts demand for

Crude oil to be driven longer-term by supply-demand
mismatch

a&gﬁ-ﬂwmﬁmwﬁummﬁn

gasoline, the main product
from such grades.

If more oil moves from
the Americas to Asia the
question also arises as to
how it will be priced.

Will the West Texas In-
termediate (WTI) bench-
mark become more impor-
tant than the current
global light crude standard
bearer Brent, or will car-
goes move to being priced
more ona delivered to Asia
basis?

The other big question
is how will geopolitics play
out in crude markets over
the longer term.

U.S. President Donald
Trump has made it clear
that he sees energy as a
political tool, making com-
mitments to buy U.S. crude
and liquefied natural gas
key parts of his trade nego-
tiations with countries.

o The global crude oil market is facing two long-term fundamental shifts that will change

how cargoes flow around the world and how they are priced.
[ 1 HIHT bR TGT &, Sff 8 saed ol fob
TS WgTel gaT WR T F Tad § 3R 370! $Iud Hd a7 gl 7

Ay F=1 Ad TR A

¢ The first factor is a supply and demand issue, with the vast majority of demand growth
concentrated in Asia but the supply growth largely coming from the Americas outside
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of the United States.

UG HRUN MY R AR &1 GeT &, oigt Wit A gig o1 sty R eRmr 8 ka8
At smfd # 3 To1 U § Tga Is9 MRHT & aeR & SMfdT &7 I o w7l

The second is that energy markets are being increasingly subjected to political
influences and the risk is that large blocks of supply are cut off from demand centres,

as has been seen with Europe largely ending its purchases of Russian oil in the wake
of Moscow's invasion of Ukraine.

TIRT R TG ¢ fob FHolt ITeMR ot J IeHifae JHTal & e 81 @ 8 iR S ag 8 i
MY & 93 e /i Fgl A e 8 TPd 8, ST b ST 71 O QRIT 3 RSP & b TR
T & TG T Ad Bt WG T §¢ R &

These two factors will once again force the oil market to adapt, with longer vessel
voyages, issues around obtaining suitable crude quality for refinery configurations and
how to price new flows from one region to another.

Y G HRUT TS IR [ 9 FEIR I HIH e & (a4 AoleR DI, o ddl STgTel aramg,
Rwg FIRPTRRA & 1T Suged $= dd 31 UrawT U H1 A Hafod Tung, 3R
TP &9 W g &F 9% ¢ YaTg B ST a9 HI & asids WA g

The swing to new production out of the Americas was highlighted in a presentation by
analysts from Argus Media during this week's APPEC oil gathering in Singapore.

Y IwTg RITR o §U APPEC 9@ HWIEH & SR Argus Media & faRau®! gRT U& wRefa
T 3AN®T &7 T Y IATGH Dt 3R T DI IR foar 77|

Crude from the Americas represents 85% of the increase in incremental global supply
from non-OPEC sources from 2024 to 2030, Argus said, adding that amounted to 3.63
million barrels per day (bpd).

Argus - FgT {& 2024 ¥ 2030 9% TR-OPEC il ¥ afyye 3myfed & g9fS &1 85% fezn
SAN®T &7 | 31 918 F= Ad F1 N, i 3.63 FAferas S ufa &1 (bpd) F RISR B

Only a small proportion of this comes from the United States, with the world's largest
oil producer expected to see only modest increases in output in comlng years.
SUH ¥ had SYad ST ARSI W T SieT ffw T 1, Said gi+ar o1 99 9871 dd
IATGH T dlcl a9 H ST § ARYE! Jfes 8 S|

Larger contributions come from Canada, Brazil, Guyana, Argentina and Suriname, with
some decline expected from Mexico as fields mature.

HTST, TToid ST 3R G T 3iftres ahTe BN, wefe AfRTdt @ O
firTae 7 uie &h TRU® 7R &

In contrast to the supply growth, the demand growth is concentrated in the East of

Suez markets, Argus said, with India leading with an expected gain of 2 million bpd
from 2024 to 2030.

Argus 3 &gl fo 3myfd gfe & faudia, it gf $ve 3w Jus IRl & Hfaa 7, orad uRd
3rToft B 3R 2024 | 2030 T 2 fAferaa @ ufa 2T (bpd) #1 IS Bt Iwfic B

Outside of India, the rest

YRd & 9183, AY

Crude oil to be driven longer-term by supply-demand mismatch

STYf<-ATTT e | drfwifere U & yuifad grn s=ar ad

The Asia-Pacific region is forecast to add 600,000 bpd of demand over the period, while
China actually loses 100,000 bpd as it moves rapidly to electrifying its transport fleet.

Ry &= § 59 3/@fy & IRM 6,00,000 A ufd f& (bpd) B HITT &7 BT 3TAM ©,
Safer 9 aRdd d 3ot ufeag yummelt &1 dsit & faggedte<or H37 & RO 1,00,000 A
ufa f& (bpd) &1 A 9 B

Oil demand is forecast by Argus to rise from 2024 to 2030 by 1 million bpd in the
Middle East, by 6,00,000 bpd in Africa and by 500,000 bpd in Latin America.

Argus & 39, 2024 ¥ 2030 & 19 ad B AW H gig gHft —

ey qd (Middle East) T 10 @Ra s ufa {3 (bpd),

3BT H 6,00,000 9= Ufd f3 (bpd),

3R afes smfyet & 5,00,000 O ufd & (bpd) |

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page33


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

But the main takeaway is that 90% of expected demand growth is in the East of Suez
markets.

AferT e Feah T8 ] 6 90% SrgwTf=a witT 9fs $%¢ 3iTh gus IRl & dhfgd grft|
There is already evidence of rising flows from the Americas to Asia, with volumes
hitting a quarterly record high of 4.09 million bpd in the April to June period, according
to data compiled by commodlty analysts Kpler.

Kpler & 2T & 3UR, 3MR®T A TR ¥ 9gd Uag & THI0 Ugd § HiNE &, forad orite J
S @ 3afyr 7 4.09 ﬁﬁmmuﬁﬁq(bpd)mmmﬁwaﬁmnm
This was up from 3.6 million bpd in the first quarter and meant that oil from the
Americas accounted for about 16% of Asia's seaborne imports in the second quarter.
Tg ugelt fammd & 3.6 ffera ava ufd A (bpd) ¥ 31 o1 3R 39T Aaas o fas gt
foardt & sifveT I oM araT aa TR & T TATd BT AU 16% T
The oil industry has a solid track record in adapting to changing flows, so it's
reasonable to expect that physically moving crude from the Americas to Asia will be
feasible, even if it's more costly.

A ST $T IEeld UATE & 3I9R AR P Aogd 38 8, ST I SHIE BT
3fd 8 [ syt & TR 9 =1 da &1 Wifae ufkges wva g, 4a € a8 wgm 8|
What may be more challenging is dealing with the new grades, which skew towards
being lighter and sweeter, with the exception of Canada's heavy crude.
wﬁa@‘rﬁ?ﬁwaﬁﬁﬁmiﬁw% a‘ra@lwﬁsﬁi&%tﬂ% (light and sweet)
BId §, PATST & HIH = A (heavy crude) ! BISHR
It's likely that there will be a surplus of light, sweet crudes at a time when the rising
electrification of vehicles cuts demand for gasoline, the main product from such
grades.

GG § T o9 arel o1 faggdie<or 9¢i SR TRie (U9 IS @ o9 ara §=7 IdE)
&) Wi g, 79 e, WS F a7 F AIFAT (surplus) B ST

If more oil moves from the Americas to Asia the question also arises as to how it will
be priced.
%@ﬁwﬁ@mﬁaﬁwaﬁw% 0 a8 HA g Frfor foran smeem ag vy oft

I
Will the West Texas Intermediate (WTI) benchmark become more important than the
current global light crude standard bearer Brent, or will cargoes move to being priced
more on a delivered to Asia basis?
T A% I FeXHifSue (WTI) ST ada afye dTge §s AT S (Brent) ¥ 31w
TEIYU g SITE, A1 ST b1 Yo FHufzor v # fehtadt & smur wr foar s
The other big question is how will geopolitics play out in crude markets over the longer
term.
IR 81 7% T8 ¢ fob Srefpral & = ad & AT § YRTSIfd (geopolitics) 8 THTT
STet |
U.S. President Donald Trump has made it clear that he sees energy as a political tool,
making commitments to buy U.S. crude and liquefied natural gas key parts of his trade
negotiations with countries.

&m@w@ﬁwwﬁm%ﬁﬁﬁwﬁﬁwmﬁwmm%

3R F= A9 TUT A IPpd WIPTad I (LNG) Tiie &1 ufaagarsit & 3= & Y
3 TR aratardl $T v e §9ra 8
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GS Paper I1I: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, &IS
TOPICS COVERED 12 09 2025

1. Researchers in Kerala tap red ivy plant to develop
innovative wound-healing

Wﬁvﬁuwﬁaﬁﬁh&nsﬁﬁﬁao‘ratraﬂaw
AT 919 WA arerT U faefrd fean

2. Intensify measures to control dengue and malaria,
says Centre

%@huﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁamﬁ%maﬁﬁ,hm

3. Govt. contemplates raising civil border guards along
China border

PR T4 ST TR ANRS AT 8] 31 =1 91
R fAaR #IE e

4. Clearing the fog: need for revised strategies against
Aedes mosquitoes

e P G BT TSIT T3 & Ry a=nfed
WFﬂﬁl‘g' DI ATIGH T
5. A project of strategic and national importance
Ui 3R AP A $1 T TRASHT
6. Can Vultures Help Prevent Pandemics?

1 frg 7R &) AHbA | Heg B Ahd 872

7. ‘Working to blend isobutanol with diesel after ethanol
blending failed’

TYATA YU fawd 311 & 916 o & A1Y ATSAIGeId
TR T
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Moving heart: The heart harvested from Isaac George, 33, of Kollam in Kerala, being taken to a hospital in Kochi on Thursday for transplant.

George met with an accident on September 7 and was declared brain dead in Thiruvananthapuram on Wednesday. THULASI KAKKAT

Moving heart: The heart harvested from Isaac George, 33, of Kollam in Kerala, being taken
to a hospital in Kochi on Thursday for transplant.

George met with an accident on September 7 and was declared brain dead in
Thiruvananthapuram on Wednesday.

Brain

e Brain death is the clinical and legal determination that a person has suffered an
irreversible and complete loss of all brain function — including the brainstem —
and 1s therefore dead despite ongoing somatic (organ) functions maintained by
ventilation.

e This concept is central to intensive care, end-of-life care, and cadaveric organ
donation because it separates biological death from mere cessation of circulation
when life support keeps organs functioning.

e Clear clinical protocols and legal recognition are essential to avoid errors, preserve
public trust, and enable ethical organ retrieval where consent exists.
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Researchers in Kerala tap red ivy plant to
develop innovative wound-healing pad

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Researchers at the Jawa-
harlal Nehru Tropical Bo-
tanic Garden & Research
Institute (JNTBGRI), Pa-
lode in Thiruvananthapu-
ram, have tapped into the
wound-healing properties
of the red ivy plant, locally
known as murikooti pacha
(Strobilanthes alternata,
belonging to the Acantha-
ceae family) to develop an
innovative and multifunc-
tional wound-healing pad
using nanomaterials like
electro-spun.

The product was deve-
loped by a team of scien-
tists at the Centre of Excel-
lence in Phytochemical
Nanotechnology of the

Tradmonal practltloners have long been using red |vy plantto treat
cuts and wounds. FILE PHOTO

JNTBGRI by identifying
and isolating a new mole-
cule, acteoside, from the
red ivy plant.

Red ivy grows abun-
dantly across tropical re-
gions, including India, and
traditional practitioners
have long been using it to
treat cuts and wounds. Ac-

teoside is a natural com-
pound found in many
plants and its pharmaco-
logical activities and thera-
peutic potential is well-
known. However, this is
the first time acteoside has
been linked to the red ivy
plant, the researchers say.

The key ingredient in

the multi-layered wound
pad developed by the
scientists is the acteoside
molecule derived from the
red ivy plant, which has
high efficacy even at lower
concentrations of 0.2%.

The wound pad has
been designed with a spe-
cially engineered electro-
spun nanofiber layer,
made from biodegradable
and non-toxic polymers
and is incredibly thin.
Along with acteoside, it al-
so incorporates the anti-
biotic neomycin sulfate,
blended with FDA-ap-
proved polymers.

The porous electro-
spun nanofibre layer facili-
tates optimal gas ex-
change, allowing the
wound to "breathe.”

Researchers in Kerala tap red ivy plant to develop
innovative wound-healing

Wﬁvﬁuﬂaﬁﬁi@eng?ﬂﬁs}mmﬂmarﬁmaﬁ
YR 91l U fawfya foran

o Researchers at the Jawaharlal Nehru Tropical Botanic Garden & Research Institute
(JNTBGRI), Palode in Thiruvananthapuram, have tapped into the wound-healing
properties of the red ivy plant, locally known as murikooti pacha (Strobilanthes alternata,
belonging to the Acanthaceae family) to develop an innovative and multifunctional
wound -healing pad using nanomaterials like electro-spun.

SIATERATd g ¢lfudd die-® Med Us Rud s&iege
(ATAAIHMRaTS), TS & Medatsd 3 ¥s smgdl 11e o1 arg WA arelt faiwarsit &

I X gC, fo g =g 9
Uie) ST ST 8, SAge-T oY
UTd WA a1dT U8 A iyd faa

e The product was developed by a team of scientists at the Centre of Excellence in
Phytochemical Nanotechnology of the JNTBGRI by identifying and isolating a new
molecule, acteoside, from the red ivy plant.

gg Jdla

& gr1 fa iy foran man, Rrein Ye emgdt MY @ videairgs A e U AU 310] & Ug

3R3ATS &

3R gyaHRul foma|

T (RIAAY Sreeeqer, THAH uRar &1
HT IUANT HR TaTaRYvt iR 9g-Frafdd

FeReratot SepEaT $% & A 3t
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¢ Red ivy grows abundantly across tropical regions, including India, and traditional
practitioners have long been using it to treat cuts and wounds.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in P



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

©@ TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
Patriotic V- YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

www.patrioticias.in CONTACT: 9971 932488

¥s 33l Swrefedtdty &=t #, ford uRa +ft wnfire ], UeR A1 & Sar § 8k URuiRe
RIfrers dd 99 ¥ SUHT IUAN He 3R °IEl & STl & o7 PR G 5

o Acteoside is a natural compound found in many plants, and its pharmacological
activities and therapeutic potential is well-known. However, this is the first time acteoside
has been linked to the red ivy plant, the researchers say.

ufFeaTES Uh Ugpfac Wiie & off & wel o U ST § iR 59! situefiy nfafafim
3R Fafratta amar uRig 21 BTdife, Mudatelt &1 He ¢ i Ugdl aR viFeaaEs I ¥s
3Mgdt 9iY T SeT TRl

o The key ingredient in the multi-layered wound pad developed by the scientists is the

acteoside molecule derived from the red ivy plant, which has high efficacy even at lower
concentrations of 0.2%.

AF! gRT AHRa Ig-wata °rg s &1 &7 Ued 38 3A1gdl Nie 3 Ui videaiansgs 30
B, Ol &1 0.2% Figal IR o Srafiie yurdt 51

¢ The wound pad has been designed with a specially engineered electrospun nanofiber
layer, made from biodegradable and non-toxic polymers and is incredibly thin.

UTq U &1 faxIY ¥ ¥ dUR 6T U gaae g AImTgar R 3 fSere foan w1 &, st
TAfSISTd MR R-fadd uifera=d ¥ &1 | 3R 3icdd gaan g1

e Along with acteoside, it also incorporates the antibiotic neomycin sulfate, blended with
FDA-approved polymers.

& 1Y 399 Tdtaraifes FAratarsRA wetbe of e 8, SR vwelv-srgmifea
giferwd & gy f¥a fear mn g1

e The porous electrospun nanofibre layer facilitates optimal gas exchange, allowing the

wound to “breathe.”
fosgad saTe U AAIBTsaR AW Haaw 19 At &t gfaw uem o 8, s uma &t
“HiF A BT 3gafa e 1
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Intensify measures to
control dengue and
malaria, says Centre

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

The Union Health Ministry
has issued an advisory to
all Chief Ministers urging
them to remain vigilant in
the coming months and to
intensify preventive mea-
sures as well as community
awareness activities for ef-
fective control of dengue
and malaria.

The order follows a re-
view meeting on Thursday
by Health Minister ].P. Nad-
da on the current dengue
and malaria prevalence in
the country with a view to
galvanise preventive
activities.

The State Health Minis-
ters have been asked to
personally review the sit-
uation and prepare action
plans within 20 days, while
municipal corporations,
panchayats, and local bo-
dies have been asked to in-
tensify community aware-
ness drives.

“Hospitals, including

o “Hospitals, including those under the Central government, must ensure adequate drugs,
diagnostics, beds and mosquito-free premises. With water stagnation from recent rains
creating breeding sites, States and local bodies were asked to step up preventive
measures. The Minister also instructed that a high-level review meeting be undertaken
specifically for Delhi and NCR to closely assess the dengue situation and ensure advance

those under the Central go-
vernment, must ensure
adequate drugs, diagnos-
tics, beds and mosquito-
free premises. With water
stagnation from recent
rains creating breeding
sites, States and local bo-
dies were asked to step up
preventive measures. The
Minister also instructed
that a high-level review
meeting be undertaken
specifically for Delhi and
NCR to closely assess the
dengue situation and en-
sure advance prepared-
ness,” said a senior Health
Ministry official.

Target 2030
Mr. Nadda underlined that
India had made significant
progress in combating ma-
laria. The country had
achieved a reduction of ov-
er 78% in malaria cases
and nearly 78% in malaria-
related deaths between
2015 and 2024, he said. In-
dia has set the goal of elim-
inating malaria by 2030.

Intensify measures to
control dengue and
malaria, says Centre

frafa 31 & U
oS &Y, Hg BT g
eThe Union Health Ministry has
issued an advisory to all Chief
Ministers urging them to remain
vigilant in the coming months and to
intensify preventive measures as
well as community awareness
activities for effective control of
dengue and malaria.

Feia TRy vy F g
HOTHG! 1 U HelTg o &1 5,
Tore 39 311 aTdl Il § "o g
3R S 3R Hafear & yuret i &
fore frar® Suml ok IgeiRe
SRE&dT iR &1 aS B o1
3TUE v T 5|
eThe order follows a review meeting
on Thursday by Health Minister J.P.
Nadda on the current dengue and
malaria prevalence in the country

with a view to galvanise preventive
activities.

g SR AR B WA HA oLt
T gRT <=1 HielaT 37 3R wafvar
! Rufq R smafora weiten ds@ &
TG ST &, o Sexd faR®
nfafaftral &1 afea &A1 o)
eThe State Health Ministers have
been asked to personally review the
situation and prepare action plans
within 20 days, while municipal
corporations, panchayats, and
local bodies have been asked to
intensify community awareness
drives.

Iy WA @R A per g f5 3
RIS Pt AfFTd =0 F JHeT &Y 3R
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R el 3
SR=&dT AFHATAT BT dSf B &
foTe g1 T 8|

Page39

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

preparedness,” said a senior Health Ministry official.

“Fg WHR & AP M a1d Sregaral Jfed gt sruaral &1 yaf garsar, fAem gfaung,
o= SR weoR-gad gRER GHTET 3 1) 81d &1 § g3 a1ies 3 gU Ui & oi|1a ¥
TSR] & Yo Rl & 994 & HRUTISAT 3R T Al &) fRaR® Sural & 9gn &
fore et | W A g of e o o et ofik TafteR & for fadiy = u @ 3= Wit
T I8P $1 AT difs ST o1 R &1 I T seva fovar o T iR S| qart
AT B o Gob,” Ueh AINE TRy HATAd USRI A FHal

Target 2030
&g 2030

e Mr. Nadda underlined that India had made significan.t progress in combating malaria.
ot 751 7 g XWifehd far i yRa 3 wafvar ¥ @e+ & weayul wifa &t 3|

e The country had achieved a reduction of over 78% in malaria cases and nearly 78% in
malaria-related deaths between 2015 and 2024, he said.

3514 BT {5 3= 2015 | 2024 & st gaARar araal & 78% A Siftre ok gafvar &
Tafera widl T T 78% Hi HHT 1R B B
¢ India has set the goal of eliminating malaria by 2030.

YR 3 2030 TP HARAT B! FHTW B4 o1 9&g Fuiia fear g1

Dengue

e Dengue is a mosquito-borne viral infection caused by the dengue virus (DENYV), which
belongs to the Flavivirus genus.

e [t is transmitted to humans mainly by the bite of infected Aedes aegypti and Aedes
albopictus mosquitoes.

Causative Agent

e Dengue virus (DENYV) has four distinct but closely related serotypes: DENV-1, DENV-2,
DENV-3, and DENV-4,

e Infection with one serotype provides lifelong immunity against that serotype, but only short-
term protection against the others.

e A subsequent infection with a different serotype increases the risk of severe dengue (also
called dengue hemorrhagic fever or dengue shock syndrome).

Transmission Cycle

* The mosquito becomes infected when it bites a person with dengue virus in their blood.

* After about 8—12 days (extrinsic incubation period), the mosquito can transmit the virus to another
human through its bite.

* Dengue is not spread directly from person to person.

Symptoms
Symptoms usually appear 4-10 days after infection and last 2—7 days.

* Mild dengue (Classical dengue fever)

e Sudden high fever
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Severe headache

Pain behind the eyes

Muscle and joint pains (“breakbone fever”)
Nausea, vomiting

Rash

* Severe dengue (dengue hemorrhagic fever / dengue shock syndrome)

Severe abdominal pain
Persistent vomiting
Bleeding gums / nosebleeds
Blood in vomit or stool
Difficulty breathing
Fatigue, restlessness

Severe dengue is a medical emergency and can be fatal if not managed properly.

Diagnosis

* Laboratory confirmation is essential because symptoms can mimic malaria, chikungunya, Zika,
or influenza.
* Tests include:

o NSI1 antigen test (early detection, within 7 days of symptoms)
o IgM/IgG antibody tests
RT-PCR (reverse transcriptase polymerase chain reaction)

Treatment

* There is no specific antiviral drug for dengue.
* Treatment is supportive and symptomatic:

Adequate fluid intake (oral or intravenous in severe cases)
Paracetamol for fever and pain relief (avoid aspirin/ibuprofen as they may increase bleeding
risk)
 Careful monitoring of platelet counts and vital signs
* Hospitalization may be needed for severe cases.

Malaria

* Malaria is a mosquito-borne infectious disease caused by Plasmodium parasites, transmitted to
humans through the bite of infected female Anopheles mosquitoes.

* It is one of the world’s oldest and deadliest diseases, still a major public health issue in tropical
and subtropical regions.
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Causative Agent

* Malaria is caused by protozoan parasites of the genus Plasmodium.
* Five species infect humans:

e Plasmodium falciparum — most dangerous, causes cerebral malaria, high mortality.
e Plasmodium vivax — most widespread in India, causes relapsing malaria.

e Plasmodium ovale — rarer, seen in Africa.

o Plasmodium malariae — less common, can cause chronic infection.

e Plasmodium knowlesi — zoonotic (from macaques), seen in Southeast Asia.

Transmission

* Transmitted via the bite of female Anopheles mosquitoes (night-biting).
* Life cycle:

e Mosquito injects parasites (sporozoites) into blood.

o Parasites travel to liver — multiply — infect red blood cells.

e Infected RBCs burst — release more parasites — fever cycles.
* Other modes: Blood transfusion, sharing infected needles, or congenital transmission
(mother to child).

Symptoms
Usually appear 10-15 days after infection:

* Uncomplicated malaria

o Fever with chills, sweats

o Headache, nausea, vomiting
e Muscle pain, fatigue

o Enlarged spleen/liver

* Severe malaria (P. falciparum)

e Cerebral malaria (seizures, coma)
e Severe anaemia

o Respiratory distress

e Multi-organ failure

o Can be fatal if untreated
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Diagnosis

* Microscopy (Gold Standard): Blood smear (thick & thin films) to identify parasite.
* Rapid Diagnostic Tests (RDTs): Detect specific antigens.
* Molecular tests (PCR): High sensitivity, used in research/advanced labs.

Treatment

* Based on WHO & Indian guidelines:

e Uncomplicated P. falciparum: Artemisinin-based Combination Therapy (ACT) —e.g.,
Artemether-Lumefantrine, Artesunate + Sulfadoxine-Pyrimethamine.

o P.vivax & P. ovale: Chloroquine (where sensitive) + Primaquine (to eliminate liver
hypnozoites and prevent relapse).

e Severe malaria: Intravenous Artesunate (preferred) or Quinine, followed by ACT.

Note: Primaquine and Tafenoquine are contraindicated in G6PD deficiency.
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Vijaita Singh

NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Home Af-
fairs (MHA) is contemplat-
ing raising the Border
Wing Home  Guards
(BWHG) along the China
border, on the lines of the
force patrolling the India-
Pakistan border, officials
told The Hindu.

The BWHGSs drawn from
the civilian population
which lives in the border
areas act as an ancillary to
border guarding forces and
the Indian Army during
emergencies. There are se-
ven States authorised to
have BWHGs — Meghalaya,
Tripura, Assam, West Ben-
gal, Punjab, Rajasthan and
Gujarat.

They are now opera-
tional only in Rajasthan
and their utility was real-
ised during the recent Op-
eration Sindoor when their
services were required to
collect or disseminate in-
formation among the bor-
der population.

Ancillary support: Indian Army soldiers stand guard on a road near
Zoji La connecting Srinagar to Ladakh, bordering China. FILE PHOTO

As many as 2,279
BWHGs are presently ac-
tive in Rajasthan. “Itisa vo-
luntary force and Rajas-
than is the only State
which has BWHGs in the
present times. They per-
form the responsibilities of
a constable and are usually
enlisted for three or four
years; 25% cost of training
and financial support is
borne by the Government
of India. The usual pay
compares to I800-900 per
day equivalent to that of a
constable’s salary,” said the

official. The Ministry held a
meeting recently on raising
the strength of BWHGs for
its active engagement with
border guarding forces, in-
cluding the Indo Tibetan
Border Police (ITBP),
which is deployed along
the 3,488-km border with
China.

Since 2020, more than
50,000 Army and ITBP
personnel have been de-
ployed in eastern Ladakh
and the raising of BWHGs
will help in augmenting the
presence and collection of

Govt. contemplates raising civil
border guards along China border

Border Wing Home
Guards are now
operational in
Rajasthan only

intelligence, a senior go-
vernment official said.

Twenty Indian person-
nel, including a Colonel,
were killed in violent clash-
es with Chinese troops on
June 20, 2020 along the
Line of Actual Control
(LAC) in Ladakh, in what is
possibly the worst incident
between the two countries
in decades.

After several rounds of
talks, there are 26 patroll-
ing points, out of 65 PPs in
eastern Ladakh that are
not being patrolled by In-
dian troops since April-
May 2020. The areas being
patrolled earlier have been
turned into “buffer zones”
with the Chinese also not
sending troops. PPs are of-
ten used to assert territo-
rial claims along the unde-
fined border.

Govt. contemplates raising civil border guards along China

border

TRPR A9 HHT TR ARTRS AT I B AT T W

AR H I e

¢ The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) is contemplating raising the Border Wing Home
Guards (BWHG) along the China border, on the lines of the force patrolling the India-
Pakistan border, officials told The Hindu.

[ HATad (MHA) T T IR 918% {31 819 s (BWHG) &1 U6 9 WR faaR &R 38T

2 T URG-UTRpRaT W 3 TR 59 F O

W B 3, RPN 7 7 Bz samn|

e The BWHGSs drawn from the civilian population which lives in the border areas act as an
ancillary to border guarding forces and the Indian Army during emergencies.
Har &= o 3 arelt AT ST} § il T T BWHGS, simurd fRufeat & i grenm
Tl 3R YR T & TgTIdH & ¥ § B Hd gl
o There are seven States authorised to have BWHGs — Meghalaya, Tripura, Assam, West
Bengal, Punjab, Rajasthan and Gujarat.
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They are now operational only in Rajasthan and their utility was realised during the recent
Operation Sindoor when their services were required to collect or disseminate information
among the border population.

I B T Had IS H Ffehd § SR I ! SUAINIAT 8T 81 H gU ST RigR & aRA
3T TS OIS AT & Pt AT & §d TSR] UhA R AT TR R & T ITDT Jarsft i
SIIHAl Ul

As many as 2,279 BWHGs are presently active in Rajasthan.

JAa H ISR H 2,279 BWHGS Iiohd § |

“It is a voluntary force and Rajasthan is the only State which has BWHGS in the present
times. They perform the responsibilities of a constable and are usually enlisted for three or
four years; 25% cost of training and financial support is borne by the Government of
India. The usual pay compares to ¥800-900 per day equivalent to that of a constable’s
salary,” said the official.

g Teh WP 9 & 3R a7 AT H Had YT U7 9 § FSorTd BWHGs §13
Rt ) SeRat Ry € SR Irmr=aa: i a1 ar aul & fore ydff fru wira €; wiRiaor
AN 3R < FeTadT o1 25% Td URd GXPR 98 Hdl & | SIh] JIH dd- €800-900
ufa fea a1 2, S Riardt & 399 & SRR B, ISR 3 HgT|

The Ministry held a meeting recently on raising the strength of BWHGsSs for its active
engagement with border guarding forces, including the Indo Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP), which is deployed along the 3,488-km border with China.

HATAg - g1 o1 o BWHGsﬁmaﬁshw%xﬁmg?&na?ﬁ faRIvHR HRa-fasga dan
YRR (ITBP), & 1Y Wfthd ¥U ¥ S IR i & foIU 96@ SIS &1 ITBP &I 919 & |1y
3,488 fortft weft T wR 9ra foran man B

Since 2020, more than 50,000 Army and ITBP personnel have been deployed in eastern
Ladakh and the raising of BWHGs will help in augmenting the presence and collection of
intelligence, a senior government official said.

2020 ¥ 3§ dF 50,000 ¥ 34 AT 3R ITBP HffaY o) ydf wrgra o d-ra fovan man 8 iR
BWHGs & I dgH ¥ Hiv[gil 3R Qikar IF$R! Ted &1 1 Heg e, e afvy
WHRI ATIBRY = FgT|

Twenty Indian personnel, including a Colonel, were killed in violent clashes with Chinese
troops on June 20, 2020 along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in Ladakh, in what is
possibly the worst incident between the two countries in decades.

20 9 2020 H! TERT H qIedfae A0 ¥@T (LAC) TR URGH Afspt ok - dfwt &
d9 fea® g9l 1§ U Beid died 20 YRR Af®1 & 1id 81 71 2, S Gyad: a=1d! J a0
330 & ot T 1R we o

After several rounds of talks, there are 26 patrolling points (PPs), out of 65 PPs in eastern
Ladakh that are not being patrolled by Indian troops since April-May 2020.

% SR B ardiei & a1e, gdf TERE & 65 PPs H § 26 el g (PPs) T2 €, et WRdt
ﬁﬁﬁmeﬁaﬁzozoﬁwﬁﬁm%% 5 eps

The areas being patrolled earlier have been turned into “buffer zones” with the Chinese
also not sending troops.

ggd for & 7 7= giclt ft, 3% 3@ “qwR WA § 9d foar man § iR i AfFe oft agt 8t
S ST 3R B
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o PPs are often used to assert territorial claims along the undefined border.
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Clearing the fog: need for revised
strategies against Aedes mosquitoes

While top-down measures such as the use of Wolbachia mosquitoes are showing promise, they are hampered by high costs; at present personal protection and community

mobilisation, removing larval breeding sites offer the best ways to combat Aedes mosquitoes and the diseases they transmit

Srinivas R. Mummadi

edes-borne viral diseases

(ABVD) — dengue, Zika, and

chikungunya — hurt India’s

productivity. Local
governments and society focus their
efforts on outdoor fumigation. This
method persists, despite evidence that it
is ineffective. It also does not have
backing from national agencies as a
routine measure.

The Aedes mosquito adapts well to
human settings. It feeds indoors during
the day, and at night under artificial light.
Methods like outdoor fumigation,
vaporizers, and bed nets are thus
ineffective against it.

Top-down measures, such as the use of
Wolbachia mosquitoes, which use a
naturally-occurring bacteria, Wolbachia,
to help suppress mosquito populations or
help breed mosquitoes that cannot
transmit diseases, show promise. But high
costs and weak institutional support limit
their adoption. Dengue vaccine trials are
underway, but these offer no protection
against Zika or chikungunya.

The best ways to fight Aedes
mosquitoes at present therefore, are
through personal protection and
community mobilisation.

First line of defence

Traditional pyrethroid-based vaporizers
(commonly used in households) are of
limited use, as Aedes activity is minimal at
night and they are evolving tolerance to
these chemicals. An effective strategy
focuses on protecting us from mosquitoes
rather than killing them.

Loose clothing that covers as much of
our body as possible, from September to
November is a sensible first step. Next,
safe non-insecticides (topical repellents)
can be applied on the skin. By releasing
volatile compounds, these repellants
impair the mosquito’s sense of smell,
making us essentially invisible to them.
The World Health Organization (WHO)
recommends using several effective and
safe Aedes repellents. DEET is the gold
standard for insect repellents. Each year,
more than 200 million people use it
safely. A 20% concentration provides
about six hours of protection.

Para-menthane-diol (PMD), derived
from the essential oil of the lemon
eucalyptus plant (OLE/citronellal) is also
effective. It is one of the three plant-based
repellents endorsed by the United States
Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and
Prevention. Picaridin, a compound
similar to piperine found in black pepper,
and 2-undecanone, extracted from the
wild tomato plant, are also effective Aedes
repellents. IR3535, derived from the
naturally occurring amino acid B-alanine,
also works well.

Global public health agencies and
experts approve DEET (20%), picaridin,
2-undecanone, and IR3535 for use in
breastfeeding, pregnant women, and
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children. Agencies do not recommend
OLE/PMD/citronellal in children under 3
years of age.

In contrast, many well-known natural
products, including citronella oil, are
unreliable. They tend to lose their
effectiveness within 12 hours due to
evaporation from the skin. Undiluted
concentrations cause severe skin
irritation. Experts advise against using
them until high-quality studies and safety
tests are available.

The Aedes mosquito has a short range
0f 100-200 metres. Thus, loc:
community actions to remove larval
breeding sites can have a quick and
powerful impact.

The influential Camino Verde
randomised study (RCT) tested
community actions. Trained local leaders
taught communities about mosquito
behaviour and larval breeding sites.
Households removed stagnant water from
plant pots. They also cleaned and covered
indoor and outdoor water containers.
Finally, they got rid of discarded plastic
bottles and tyres. These efforts reduced
dengue infections by 29%. A similar RCT
from Chennai showed reduced larval
breeding. Using effective lids on water
containers cut the odds of larval presence
by 94% in another study.

Surprisingly, the Camino Verde study
found that the larvicide temephos (a
chemical that kills mosquito larva)
increased the risk of dengue. Researchers
concluded that the most likely reason was
a false sense of security among users,
leading them to let their guard down.
Many studies from South Asia since then
have confirmed that Aedes larvae can
develop resistance to temephos.

Plastic pollution is directly linked to the
risk of ABVD transmission. Studies show

|
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Close look: The Aedes mosquito has a short range of 100-200 metres. Actions to remove larval breeding sites can have a quick and powerful impact. FILE PHOTO

Aedes-borne viral diseases
(ABVD) — dengue, Zika, and
chikungunya hurt the
productivity of the country

discarded plastics predict dengue
epidemics, and regular trash
collection/flood management protect
against ABVD.

The Ministry of Health & Family
Welfare’s 2017 monograph India Fights
Dengue has additional India-specific
recommendations for larval source
control. These include removing
discarded coconut shells, cleaning air
coolers, and not reusing the grass in air
coolers for a new season. India’s
Accredited Social Health Activists (ASHA)
network could help turn these guidelines
into real change at home and in
communities.

A public health campaign from Delhi,
supported by Indian government
agencies, provides a model for other
Indian cities. Called the rule of 10 — “10
Weeks, 10 AM, 10 Minutes,” it reinforces
larval source reduction as the primary
strategy. It encourages every residential
welfare association to mobilise each
household to set aside 10 minutes at 10
AM every Sunday for 10 weeks from
September to November. The goal is to
find and eliminate sources of stagnant
water during this high-risk season.

Local to national action

Municipal corporations and resident
welfare associations should stop
depending only on fogging. Instead, they
should focus on reducing larval burden,
with fogging used as a tactic during
outbreaks alone. Local experts can assist

THE GIST
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The Aedes mosquito adapts
well to human settings. It feeds
indoors during the day, and at
night under artificial light.
Methods like outdoor
fumigation, vaporizers, and
bed nets are thus ineffective
against them

v

Municipal corporations and
resident welfare associations
should stop depending only on
fogging. By using a strategy
with top-down and bottom-up
features, a 100-200-metre safe
zone can be created around
vulnerable people

v

Loose clothing that covers as
much of body as possible, safe
non-insecticides, community
action to remove larval
breeding sites are some

R R strategies that can be used
by reinforcing a key “bottom-up”

approach. This involves teaching people

about effective and affordable personal

repellents and reinforcing whole-body

clothing during September-November.

Urban dwellers need education about

stagnant water around indoor plants,

flower vases, and sinks.

The global gold standard DEET is
difficult to find in Indian markets. This is
most likely due to consumer preference
based on misinformation. Misleading
“natural” and “DEET-free” products in
Indian stores overwhelm the consumer.

We need education to combat the
unfounded fear of DEET. Effective
natur: pired repell like
picaridin, PMD, IR3535, and
2-undecanone are also not available in
India.

Materials coated with delayed-release
transfluthrin are now gaining attention.
These “spatial emanators,” like jute
sheets, provide 15-days of continued
protection in living spaces. There is no
need to turn on a vaporizer every night if
one uses them. A landmark study from
Peru showed that these emanators cut
ABVD risk by an impressive 34%.
Wolbachia mosquitoes are already in use
in 15 countries with successful results.
India needs top-down initiatives to study,
approve, and reduce the cost of these
innovations.

By using a strategy with top-down and
bottom-up features, we can create a
100-200-metre safe zone around all of us.
We need to clear the fog of outdated
practices and reclaim our homes from
this persistent threat.

(Dr.Srinivas R Mummadi is a
pulmonary and critical care physician
based in Hyderabad, India.
m.srinivasreddy@gmail.com)

Clearing the fog: need for revised strategies against Aedes

mosquitoes
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e While top-down measures such as the use of Wolbachia mosquitoes are showing
promise, they are hampered by high costs; at present personal protection and community
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mobilisation, removing larval breeding sites offer the best ways to combat Aedes
mosquitoes and the diseases they transmit

el HU TR F IUT O 1 Sieainar Tes<) &1 I 3727 @ 6T 8, U8 I anal §
YA ©; adH H AfdaTd JRET 3R IS arded], arat yo- Rl &1 geHl, e
AR 3R 9 S AARAT Bard 8, 379 Hued & gafad b Ue Hd &

Aedes-borne viral diseases (ABVD)

vSio-wifAa araRa Sariar (ABVD)

Aedes-borne viral diseases (ABVD) — dengue, Zika, and chikungunya — hurt India’s
productivity. Local governments and society focus their efforts on outdoor fumigation.
TES-fd arRd Rt (ABVD) — ST, ST SR fadb=if+—ar — YRd & SdTadhdl B
JUIFAT Tt § | R IRBR 3R JATS 30 TN SATSTS R THHIRM TR dHisd B ¢ |
This method persists, despite evidence that it is ineffective. It also does not have backing
from national agencies as a routine measure.

u%aﬂmm"f% SIafes T & [ U8 SMuTdl 71 39 WP TRl &1 fFrafird Sura & w9 o
T ot TR B

The Aedes mosquito adapts well to human settings. It feeds indoors during the day, and at
night under artificial light.

TS Te3R A4 aTararvl B 3fedt ave Sgdiord ol oidl 81 78 i B R & 3R sk ya &
P A= F G a3

Methods like outdoor fumigation, vaporizers, and bed nets are thus ineffective against it.
2o 3MTSesR TWHIIRM, AURTSOR 3R A=Al s9% fIars ruurd §1

Top-down measures, such as the use of Wolbachia mosquitoes (naturally occurring
bacteria Wolbachia to suppress population or block transmission), show promlse

SR Y A Ft it S draaTaar 7SR} ST SUART (Widfad daciaT draaradr gRI

SRR GaTT AT GehHUT AeeHT), SWIGe P 3 |

But high costs and weak institutional support limit their adoption.

Al S ANT 3R HHSR FRIFTA JHL 3 SOTT ST B W Hd gl

Den ue vaccine trials are underway, but no protection yet against Zika or chikungunya.
S et 3> T o) 2, Rt Ol o i a1 e & Y e T B

The best ways to fight Aedes mosquitoes at present are through personal protection and
community mobilisation.

A N TSI Teai] § T & T 3w Rid § — SfeaiTd & 3R AGIi®
SRl |

First line of defence
UYH T Ufaa

Traditional pyrethroid-based vaporizers (common in households) are of limited use, as
Aedes is less active at night and is developing tolerance.

URURS URRAUTSS-STUTRY JURTSER (S BRI § MR W UGN 81 ¢) Siftd SuahT & €,
il 1t H TSI 1 i B giell ¢ SR U8 HeT=ierar [aebid R 361 &

An effective strategy focuses on protecting us from mosquitoes rather than killing them.
Teh JUTA! XU DT S TR Dl ARA & SO gHIRY GR&T IR 8141 iUl

Wearing loose clothing covering most of the body from September to November is a
sensible step.

RdeR @ TdaR % IR B &HA aTdl S HUS Tg1 U THIER] WRT Hed g

Safe non-insecticides (topical repellents) can be applied on skin. By releasing volatile
compounds, they impair mosquitoes’ sense of smell, making us invisible to them.

PRI IR-Prea=® (eifiera Rudew) @@ W T o1 96d ¢ | 3 IgI=Ma qfred siear
TBR] 1 YIT0T RIS D1 THTIIT PR &, o §H 31 foTT 3e=d 81 9ITd §

The World Health Organization (WHO) recommends several safe Aedes repellents.

fay @Ry WeT (WHO) F% TR TSie Nuded & IuanT & RIS &1 8|
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DEET is the gold standard. More than 200 million people use it yearly. 20% concentration
gives about 6 hours of protection.

DEET & Tes ¢SS HH1 ol ¢ | 8% 91d 200 fAferast & siftres aivr s9et JRféd Ui axa
&1 20% HigdT THIHT 6 TS BT FR&T I B

Para-menthane-diol (PMD) from lemon eucalyptus oil (OLE/citronellal) is also effective.
g e da (oLERERaTe) I W URT-AAF-S1Td (PMD) ft TTa g

It is one of three plant-based repellents endorsed by the US CDC.

T8 AN@T cDC gRT A=ar wd <fiF dry-smenfyd Rddew § 3w 5

Picaridin (like piperine in black pepper) and 2-undecanone (from wild tomato plant) are
also effective.

e @l fird & urgufi o) ok 2-3i8H- (SiTelt eHTeR WY ) off gy |1
IR3535, from amino acid B-alanine, also works well.

IR3535, S 31 Tfirs g-uaf 9 urd giar g, it uHre 81

Strategies and Findings on Aedes Mosquito Control

TS Ae3v Ao R YurHifaat ok e

Global public health agencies and experts approve DEET (20%), picaridin, 2-undecanone,
and IR3535 for use in breastfeeding, pregnant women, and children. Agencies do not
recommend OLE/PMD/citronellal in children under 3 years of age.

3fye Trdvie Wy TSRET 3R [IAYT DEET (20%), fUeffe, 2-3i@%+1, 31k IR3535
DI T B arert, Taedt afgensit iz a=t § Iwa & e Wigd FRd ¢ TiREr 3 ad
d ®H 39 & i § OLE/PMD/RAIATS ST SR I8! il |

In contrast, many well-known natural products, including citronella oil, are unreliable. They
tend to lose their effectiveness within 1-2 hours due to evaporation from the skin.
Undiluted concentrations cause severe skin irritation. Experts advise against using them
until high-quality studies and safety tests are available.

% fawid, 3 RIS Wipfas Iare, R RigHar aa e 8, sfaye-a g1 3 1-2 6
¥ MR =1 I TG0 $ BRT U gTaRiEar W 3 71 Srfraia Figar 1R = S
OaT et 5| FIRISR S0 SN & RITTth I8 <d § ofd a1 o UIaT aTd (T 3%
FR&T U1 U 1 51|

The Aedes mosquito has a short range of 100-200 metres. Thus, local community actions
to remove larval breeding sites can have a quick and powerful impact.

TSI AR $] U1 Hadl 100-200 Hiex Blail § | TR, RIFE GH&M™ gRI aTal g Ridl
B g dol SR WfaT=ITelt YHTa STet el & |

The influential Camino Verde randomised study (RCT) tested community actions. Trained
local leaders taught communities about mosquito behaviour and larval breeding sites.
Households removed stagnant water from plant pots. They also cleaned and covered indoor
and outdoor water containers. Finally, they got rid of discarded plastic bottles and tyres.
These efforts reduced dengue infections by 29%. A similar RCT from Chennai showed
reduced larval breeding. Using effective lids on water containers cut the odds of larval
presence by 94% in another study.

YUIGRITCR ST ¢ arefede 3reaa= (RCT) = AHeIed Sl o1 uiemr far| ufiférd
RIFHTT Adreil § TEr! & 7Rl & gdgR SR ATal o W@l & aR 8 Rearn| =y 3wl
Y fRR gt gern 35 Wad 3R a8 urit & e+t & off I foan ik g fean) o 7,
I35 el g5 W@Re® I didal 3R SRRI I FebRT U | 34 Tar O S HHHUT 29% HH
§UI BFS & UH G RCT A A1a! Yol &1 &1 feamn| Uit & Ja-l R YHTa! gadh- &1 SUdNT
H Y U 3G g | draf bl JUfRUTS Pt YU 94% T U< T3 |

Surprisingly, the Camino Verde study found that the larvicide temephos (a chemical that
kills mosquito larva) increased the risk of dengue. Researchers concluded that the most likely
reason was a false sense of security among users, leading them to let their guard down.
Many studies from South Asia since then have confirmed that Aedes larvae can develop
resistance to temephos.

3MISHS ¥U W, ST 98 3T 3 U fh Arafargs SRBIN (T TG Sl AR ordi &bl
TARAT §) A ST &1 oNfad del faan| Wedmarstt 3 fswy fAaren i gad Fuifad HRuT
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SUARTH ISl H AT Y& BT HTa T, foedh HRUI I Ydbd HH B2 1| a0 4, gf&ror
TR & B3 g A g 31 € b v amaf 2w & ufd ufeRius emvar fas i w1
THd |

Plastic pollution is directly linked to the risk of ABVD transmission. Studies show discarded
plastics predict dengue epidemics, and regular trash collection/flood management
protect against ABVD.

WTRES UGUUT e ABVD HIRUT & SIRAA J ST ¢ | 376091 I Ul Iadl § b B! g5
WIfeds ST HBTHRY &1 HiTwaroh e &, iR Fafiid weRT JugvuI/Ere Wee ABVD I §a1d
FRAT B

The Ministry of Health & Family Welfare’s 2017 monograph India Fights Dengue has
additional India-specific recommendations for larval source control. These include
removing discarded coconut shells, cleaning air coolers, and not reusing the grass in air
coolers for a new season. India’s Accredited Social Health Activists (ASHA) network
could help turn these guidelines into real change at home and in communities.

WA T4 URAR S0 AT B 2017 B AFIUTE (3T BIged S H ardl |id =0
& fo sifafiad wRa-fafRry Rl 4 1 §1 578 % gu Aifaa & @id o1, TR v
T AT 3R Y T S oY TR FeR J 1 BT YH: SUGRT = HRAT A &1 4R BT
3T Aedd (ASHA) 3 fE=mHERI &1 Wi sﬁ?ﬂﬁ?ﬂq‘rﬁa’mm gcad & ggaq | Heg o
BE I

A public health campaign from Delhi, supported by Indian government agencies, provides a
model for other Indian cities. Called the rule of 10 — “10 Weeks, 10 AM, 10 Minutes,” it
reinforces larval source reduction as the primary strategy. It encourages every residential
welfare association to mobilise each household to set aside 10 minutes at 10 AM every
Sunday for 10 weeks from September to November. The goal is to find and eliminate
sources of stagnant water during this high-risk season.

fewht 1 T T e WRa gfed, ol WRH SRR TR o1 99 U 8, 3
YR WX & T U Aisd U &Rl 81 39 a9 10 — “10 9, gag 10 I, 10 fRFe”
ST oIl & 3R T8 aral Wi & B &1 T 0 & =9 J Toigd HRal & | T8 Udh
ISR dahaR THARITIF & Uienfed &l § & & TRaR Rider | TdeR 9% 10 gwl
¥ 1T &% AR Yag 10 991 10 e Fomd | 91ea 50 S=-SfaW ard 9y & SR fRR
Tt & Bl B geT 3R TH BT 7

Local to national action

T § TP WR $t Sriare!

Municipal corporations and resident welfare associations should stop depending only on
fogging. Instead, they should focus on reducing larval burden, with fogging used only during
outbreaks.

TR 8 3R o Searor Juf &1 dadt BIRRT IR R 3877 s A1 T3 39 I,
%ﬂﬁfmaﬁmaﬂﬁm T &7 IR 3R WBIRRT BT SUANT BHad YhIY & SR Bl
|

Local experts can assist by reinforcing a key “bottom-up” approach. This involves teaching
people about effective and affordable personal repellents and reinforcing whole-body
clothing during September—November.

R IR U Aeaqy! “aieH-3q” TSI &) Agd TP Aee HR Javd o | 99 ATl &
guTdt 3R frmradt aafedara Ridew & IR o Ramr iR RdaR-"deR & SR ¥ IRR 6
TP aTd PUS UG- $I TG o1 A g1

Urban dwellers need education about stagnant water around indoor plants, flower vases,
and sinks.

et ARl & 'R & N, paaerl 3R Riw & MU 383 g Ut & SR & fRiféd &
IR CRU GG

The global gold standard DEET is difficult to find in Indian markets. This is most likely due
to consumer preference based on misinformation.

3P e I SS DEET & RGN ITSIRI & UHT Hie & | SHBT BRI GHID: UTHES
TSR TR SR SUHET Ui ¢ |
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Misleading “natural” and “DEET-free” products in Indian stores overwhelm consumers. We
need education to combat the unfounded fear of DEET.

YR gl § YTHS “AgRe” 3R “DEET-WY” IeTg SuMadrsil & it &vd g |
T DEET & fARTYR 3% 3 fues & forg fRren &t smazgesar g1

Effective natural/nature-inspired repellents like picaridin, PMD, IR3535, and 2-
undecanone are also not available in India.

guTd e fadmmefa-aiva Ridew o fUsiRfE, PMD, IR3535 3R 2-3i8H1H
ff YR & Suasy TE &

Materials coated with delayed-release transfluthrin are gaining attention. These
“spatial emanators”, like jute sheets, provide 15 days of continued protection
indoors.

fEae-Refie Tiawae @ aftd Tl e e o 3 81 3 «HRrd giqed”,
SR [ @ ATEeY, TR & e 15 & T TR GR&M UGH Fall 5

There is no need to turn on a vaporizer every night if one uses them. A landmark
study from Peru showed these emanators cut ABVD risk by 34%.

e PIg BT YA HRT &, A 8L IAd JURTSTR AT B B! ATl el gl |
U I Ue UfaeTiie sregae A fa@m fas 3 S8-e ABVD SR &1 34% d% HH
RG]

Wolbachia mosquitoes are already in use in 15 countries with successful results.
India needs top-down initiatives to study, approve, and reduce the cost of these
innovations.

FIAQIET HE3R1 BT SUIRT Ugd U 5 15 ¢¥M H Jhd URUMH & 1Y 51 361 6| WRA
DI S TAER] BT L, STHIGH R AN HH R & [0 HUR I 1 B Ugd DI
a5 |

By using a strategy with top-down and bottom-up features, we can create a 100-
200 metre safe zone around all of us.

TIY-ST3 3R dicH-37 fa=iwaraii arct 0T SO 89 3+ IR| 3R 100-200
ez &1 JRfda &7 591 I 3

We need to clear the fog of outdated practices and reclaim our homes from this
persistent threat.

Bﬁgmﬁﬁumaﬁaﬂ Y Y R FHAT G 3R T AR Wk F 30+ &R Bl A
=T 81T
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A project of strategic and national importance
SN

he Great Nicobar Island Project,

envisaged by the Narendra Modi

government, is an ambitious project

with an integrated development plan
that comprises an international container
transhipment terminal (ICTT) with a capacity of
14.2 million TEU (Twenty-Foot Equivalent Unit), a
greenfield international airport, a 450 MVA gas
and solar-based power plant, and township of an
area of 16,610 hectares.

The project, of strategic, defence and national
importance, is designed to transform Great
Nicobar into a major hub of maritime and air
connectivity in the Indian Ocean Region. The
project poses no threat to the island’s tribal
groups, does not come in the way of any species,
and does not jeopardise the eco-sensitivity of the
region.

Scrutiny at many levels

Before the project was given the green signal,
detailed Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
studies were carried out and an Environmental
Management Plan (EMP) was prepared which,
inter alia, include mitigation measures to
minimise the impact during the project’s
construction and operation phases. The
commitment to environment and wildlife
conservation can be seen in the fact that while no
construction has started, an amount of ¥81.55
crore has already been released to various
research institutes and departments for initiating
wildlife conservation plans.

The risk assessment study has been carried out
based on the two sources — anthropogenic and
natural disasters and a vulnerability and disaster
management plan have been prepared
accordingly.

The measuring 166.10 square kilometres (35.35
sq. km revenue land and 130.75 sq. km forest
land) has been conceived in three distinct phases,
phase I (2025-35) 72.12 sq. km, phase 1I (2036-41)
45.27 sq. km and phase III (2042-47) 48.71 sq. km.

The project has undergone an appraisal at
multiple levels, including statutory scrutiny
under the EIA Notification, 2006 (as amended),
and clearance has been granted only after
compliance with prescribed procedures.

The project will not displace the Nicobarese
and the Shompen tribes. The only habitation of
the Shompens or the Nicobarese in the project
area is at New Chingen, Rajiv Nagar and the
administration is not proposing the displacement
of any tribal habitations. A committee to oversee
welfare and issues related to the Shompen and
the Nicobarese has also been mandated in the
EC’s condition to address the issues of these
tribes during the construction and the operation
of the project.

Due consultation with tribal experts which
includes the Anthropological Survey of India has
been done in order to ensure the safety,
protection, welfare and well-being of the
Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs) in
the wake of Holistic Development of the Great
Nicobar Island Project. The Andaman and
Nicobar administration has also made adequate
budgetary provisions for tribal welfare plans
throughout the project period and beyond in
compliance of EC and Coastal Regulation Zone

Bhupender Yadav

is Union Cabinet
Minister for
Environment, Forest
and Climate Change,
Government of India

The decision to
develop Great
Nicobar Island
has been taken
after due
consideration
of its ecological,
social and
strategic
aspects

clearances. At present, the Great Nicobar Island
has a Tribal Reserve area measuring 751.070 sq.
km. Out of the total area proposed for
development, measuring 166.10 sq.km, only
84.10 sq. km falls within the Tribal Reserve. Out
of the 84.10 sq. km, an area of 11.032 sq. km is
already under habitation since 1972 as it is part of
revenue area. Thus, the effectively remaining area
that measures 73.07 sq. km is being de-notified
for the purpose of this project. To compensate
the same, an area measuring 76.98 sq. km is
being re-notified as tribal reserve. Effectively,
there will be a net addition of an area of 3.912 sq.
km in the tribal reserve area of the Great Nicobar
Island. In Phase I, only 40.01 sq. km of the Tribal
Area falls in the Great Nicobar Island project, out
of which 11.032 sq. km is already under revenue
since 1972. The provision in respect of the
National Commission for Scheduled Tribes is
provided for under Article 338A(9), which states:
“The Union and every State Government shall
consult the Commission on all major policy
matters affecting Scheduled Tribes.” It would be
relevant to mention here that the Union Territory
of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands has not
undertaken any new policy measure affecting the
Scheduled Tribes — except that a development
project is being implemented in Great Nicobar.

The relevant issues

The development plan is in sync with the
Shompen Policy. The policy allows large-scale
development proposals in Great Nicobar Island
subject to consultation with the Ministry,
Directorate of Tribal Welfare and the Andaman
Adim Janjati VikasSamiti. Necessary consultation
with the Union Ministry of Tribal Affairs was also
carried out and it is based on the
recommendation of the Empowered Committee.

Two important policy documents - the Jarawa
Policy of 2004 and Shompen Policy of 2015 —
clearly specify the process of consultation. The
Jarawa Policy of 2004 declares the AAJVS as the
trustee of the PVTGs. The Shompen Policy of
2015 specifies, vide paragraph 6.3, that “With
regard to large-scale development proposals in
the future for Great Nicobar Island (such as
trans-shipment/container terminal, etc), the
welfare and integrity of the Shompen community
should be given priority and be reviewed in
consultation with the Department of Tribal
Welfare and Andaman Adim Janjati VikasSamiti
(AAJVS) and the Ministry of Tribal Affairs”. This is
being followed in letter and spirit.

In its observations, the Empowered Committee
has clearly stated that the interests of tribal
population will not be affected adversely and that
the displacement of tribals would not be allowed.

The decision to develop Great Nicobar Island
has been taken after a comprehensive
consideration of its ecological, social, and
strategic aspects. The project is of national and
strategic importance, is expected to accelerate
holistic development, will generate employment,
and will position the Islands not only from
strategic and defence point of view but also from
economic point of view.

This is about only 2% of the total area of the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands. Further, 130.75 sq.
km of forest area is proposed to be diverted for

the project which is only approximately 1.82% of
the total forest area of the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands. As in the guidelines of the Forest
(Conservation) Act, 1980, the States/Union
Territories with forest land of more than 75% of
their respective total geographical area, shall not
be insisted upon for providing non-forest land for
raising compensatory afforestation and the same
may be taken up in any other State/Union
Territory having deficient forest land/cover and
having land bank for compensatory afforestation.

The Andaman and Nicobar Islands have a
recorded forest cover of more than 75% of their
geographical area, and the compensatory
afforestation is proposed to be raised in other
States in conformity with the aforesaid guideline
formulated by the Ministry for Environment,
Forest and Climate Change and in view of the fact
that sufficient non-forest land for the purpose is
not available in this Union Territory. Land
measuring 97.30 sq. km has been identified in
Haryana for diversion of phase I of forest land
measuring 48.65 sq. km.

The total estimated number of trees in 130.75
sq.km of forest land to be diverted is 18.65 lakh.
However, the maximum estimated number of
trees to be felled in forest area measuring 49.86
sq. km is 7.11 lakh. As per the Environmental and
Forest Clearance condition, an area measuring
65.99 sq. km shall be retained as green area
wherein no tree felling is envisaged.

Studies by institutions of standing

All the institutions engaged in conducting various
environmental studies for the project — including
the Zoological Survey of India, the Botanical
Survey of India, the Salim Ali Centre for
Ornithology and Natural History (SACON), and
the Wildlife Institute of India — are reputed
government organisations with a long-standing
presence and institutional capacity in the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands. These institutes
possess extensive historical datasets and a deep
understanding of the local ecological context,
having conducted research and data collection in
the region over several decades.

For facilitating movement of wildlife between
forest and the sea shore and for the crossing of
arboreal animals as well as for passage of snakes,
crabs and crocodiles, safe wildlife corridors at
eight locations along the eastern side of the island
(connecting forest and seashore through viaducts
in the north south arterial road) have been
proposed and incorporated in the master plan.

The Narendra Modi government remains
committed to the welfare of tribal groups,
environmental safeguards, and sustainable
development. Comprehensive safeguards have
been prescribed to ensure the long-term
protection of the Shompen and the Nicobarese
communities.

The Great Nicobar Project is a significant
example of economy and ecology complementing
each other. It combines the objectives of
economic growth, infrastructure development
and employment generation with critical national
security imperatives, thereby contributing to
India’s long-term strategic and developmental
interests in the Indian Ocean Region while also
protecting the environment.

+

A project of strategic and national importance

I 3R AP A $1 T TRASHT

Great Nicobar Island Project

Y fFeeR g

o The Great Nicobar Island Project, envisaged by the Narendra Modi government, is an
ambitious project with an integrated development plan that comprises an international
container transhipment terminal (ICTT) with a capacity of 14.2 million TEU (Twenty-Foot
Equivalent Unit), a greenfield international airport, a 450 MVA gas and solar-based
power plant, and township of an area of 16,610 hectares.

Tz A PR R IRBfeud Ye iR §iu uikaem te deamsie uiae ¢ foes
T 14.2 TR TEU (§81-Fe sfrade gfvie) &mar aram SiaRRTgiy e giafiade
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<fHad (1CTT), Us MAwITs SiaTgiy gaTs 3rg1, U 450 MVA -7 3R HR-3memivd fagga
T4, 3R 16,610 FFRIR &F HT TTSRT AT B

The project, of strategic, defence and national importance, is designed to transform Great
Nicobar into a major hub of maritime and air connectivity in the Indian Ocean Region.

g TR, S YU, T&T SR TP Hew @1 8, I HelaR 31 ffq AeranR &= |
Wﬁsﬁ%mww%mﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁnﬁ%

The project poses no threat to the island’s tribal groups, does not come in the way of any
species, and does not jeopardise the eco-sensitivity of the region.

Ig IRGISHT 19 & ST TUET & oY g @eavT 61 2, fddt oft yonfa & I o 76F
3Tt 3R &= 31 aTRfRUfa® Haga=iaar & G § g1 STer|

Scrutiny at many levels

& W

| O% ST

Before the project was given the green signal, detailed Environmental Impact Assessment
(EIA) studies were carried out and an Environmental Management Plan (EMP) was
prepared which, inter alia, include mitigation measures to minimise the impact during the
project’s construction and operation phases.

R @ g4t 2 St e O ugd fagd vafaruiia wyTa geais (EIA) 3e9a- U Ty 3fR
TP qTaRU1 Y AT (EMP) daR &1 T3 forad faior Ewm%%::mﬁ
FY A & [T A U M B

The commitment to environment and wildlife conservation can be seen in the fact that while
no construction has started, an amount of ¥81.55 crore has already been released to various
research institutes and departments for initiating wildlife conservation plans.

TITaRUT SR Feitd UREU & Ufd Ufdaadl 39 a2 I <] o Il & b Safds dis A0 I
I B3N, ¥81.55 IS UG gl fafid ST TR SR fQUTT & a=uoiia TREr rerrsft
D YE A P U TR HR R M |

The risk assessment study has been carried out based on the two sources —
anthropogenic and natural disasters and a vulnerability and disaster management plan
have been prepared accordingly.

SR STha 3eqa= & Hidl — AFgSId 3R Whfad Muars — & MR W fasar mar g
3R TF STIR UH Weal 3R SATUST Y= FIHT AR $1 TS 5
The measuring 166.10 square kilometres (35.35 sqg. km revenue land and 130.75 sq. km
forest land) has been conceived in three distinct phases, phase | (2025-35) 72.12 sq. km,
phase Il (2036-41) 45.27 sq. km and phase lll (2042-47) 48.71 sq. km.

166.10 it fpeiiiitex (35.35 avf farft Tora yfty oiR 130.75 avf ot 971 fty) &t ot wrol &
URepfetrd fodT T 8, IRUT 1 (2025-35) 72.12 9 fHHY, TROT 11 (2036-41) 45.27 T fpHT 3R
TROT 11l (2042-47) 48.71 T it |
The project has undergone an appraisal at multiple levels, including statutory scrutiny under
the EIA Notification, 2006 (as amended), and clearance has been granted only after
compliance with prescribed procedures.

TR R geaie fan 7, S EIA SiRRgeT, 2006 (FRNfRE) & d8d dufe
ST =M €, SR Fadt Fufid ufeharait &1 urem -4 & &g Hodl <1 7 B

Tribal Concerns

STy feiard

The project will not displace the Nicobarese and the Shompen tribes. The only habitation
of the Shompens or the Nicobarese in the project area is at New Chingen, Rajiv Nagar and
the administration is not proposing the displacement of any tribal habitations.

I8 AT e iR ATAE seenfaal @) fawnfta 98 s¥ft | aRasr & 3 wim= ar
PRt &1 THAE e =g i, el TR § § ok U foasht o St axdt &
oI 1 yRaTd 8t R TR

A committee to oversee welfare and issues related to the Shompen and the Nicobarese has
also been mandated in the EC’s condition to address the issues of these tribes during the
construction and the operation of the project.
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S SO & HedToT SR 39 Taiferd gei ) fFRT & fore ue wftfa &1 oft Ec &Y wrd &
@@w%ﬁ%%ﬁﬁmﬁﬁm%%awﬁﬁ%@mww
Sikicd

Due consultation with tribal experts which includes the Anthropological Survey of India has
been done in order to ensure the safety, protection, welfare and well-being of the Particularly
Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs) in the wake of Holistic Development of the Great
Nicobar Island Project.

Ye Foar giu ufvae T & I AT & TgToR, IRy U 8 FHeR S 9ygl
(PVTGs) P} JR&, TREUT, HT0N 3R HATS JAYd F37 & fore, WRdrg arafag= ademr
fed S faRes @ Ifa urmef fear mar g1

The Andaman and Nicobar administration has also made adequate budgetary provisions
for tribal welfare plans throughout the project period and beyond in compliance of EC and
Coastal Regulation Zone clearances.

STAM 3R FPIER U= 3 EC iR adig fafaa=t &= &Y wepdt & srgurae & ufkaiemn
3fafy 3R 3P TG & feTT S Hearor Arerrsit & oy waid soic i e foe g

Tribal Reserve and Land Use

TSI SRfE &3 ik Yf¥r SuahT

At present, the Great Nicobar Island has a Tribal Reserve area measuring 751.070 sq. km.
Out of the total area proposed for development, measuring 166.10 sq.km, only 84.10 sq. km
falls within the Tribal Reserve.

adu ¥, e FBIaR €Y ®1 751.070 a1 fbH} T S-Sy SRI&T &3 € | U=dTfdd 166.10
it forft faeprar & O 9 &ad 84.10 Tt et Someia SmRféra & & smar g1

Out of the 84.10 sq. km, an area of 11.032 sq. km is already under habitation since 1972 as
it is part of the revenue area. Thus, the effectively remaining area that measures 73.07 sq.
km is being de-notified for the purpose of this project.

84.10 9 foft & 9 11.032 ot foelt vgal ¥ €1 1972 T St & sfavld & i I Wora & &1
feX1 81 39 USR, THId =0 ¥ [ 73.07 o7 fft &1 59 ufeaio & fore siftrger 9 amer

S B

To compensate for the same, an area measuring 76.98 sq. km is being re-notified as tribal
reserve. Effectively, there will be a net addition of 3.912 sq. km in the tribal reserve area of
the Great Nicobar Island.

DT URUTS & fAIY, 76.98 ¥t fhHt &1 Sorcia SRI&M &= & =u & g=: SiftRgfra fasar on
BT 81 UHTet 0 ¥ e FpIeR ¢lu & SHordig sRférd &= o 3.912 at fareft 9t g gf S gnft
In Phase |, only 40.01 sq. km of the Tribal Area falls in the Great Nicobar Island project, out
of which 11.032 sq. km is already under revenue since 1972.

W11 F, I APIER 210 gRaH1 H Had 40.01 vt fet Serdig &7 orar g, s 3
11.032 91 fFH uga A €1 1972 YIS AT H B

Constitutional Provisions

Taunfae urau=

The provision in respect of the National Commission for Scheduled Tribes is provided for
under Article 338A(9), which states: “The Union and every State Government shall consult
the Commission on all major policy matters affecting Scheduled Tribes.”

IR SreTTTerd 3 T gt amahT A T WU rTEde 338A(9) % Sidvid UeH
fopan T B, R g1 AT 8 B 3R U T WRBR ST STl Bl THIRIT B
ara gt T HifaeTd ATHEl W SN ¥ IR S 1

It would be relevant to mention here that the Union Territory of the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands has not undertaken any new policy measure affecting the Scheduled Tribes —
except that a development project is being implemented in Great Nicobar.

g I@IG-T BN b SisH SR A iaR giuayg drs xniRrd we=T = Srygfad SHefad! &
YT R T Hig a1 iforrd Iurg T8} fran & — Ryar 59 o 3 iR & ue fao
URGISHT AR & o & ]
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The relevant issues

The development plan is in sync with the Shompen Policy. The policy allows large-scale
development proposals in Great Nicobar Island subject to consultation with the Ministry,
Directorate of Tribal Welfare and the Andaman Adim Janjati Vikas Samiti. Necessary
consultation with the Union Ministry of Tribal Affairs was also carried out and it is based on
the recommendation of the Empowered Committee.

faeTa Ao =MHUS ifa & sy 81 38 Aifd Je FeplaR g R 98 99H R faer wxarat
BT I St 8, TR o AT, AT Hearor fRRITed iR e Sfew sHwfa
fawra aftfa @ wm fear S| srawae Wt Sl ST St darey 3 off far
3R Ug Jrad A &) Rwi w neikd g1

Two important policy documents — the Jarawa Policy of 2004 and Shompen Policy of
2015 — clearly specify the process of consultation.

& He@yuf HfarTd gxdras — wIRar e 2004 3R =0 Hifd 2015 — RIE St Ufgsar B
Wy ¥ 9 A X &

The Jarawa Policy of 2004 declares the AAJVS as the trustee of the PVTGs.

SIRaT - 2004 T AAIVS BT PVTGs &1 TR&d Tt foaar a1 3|

The Shompen Policy of 2015 specifies, vide paragraph 6.3, that “With regard to large-scale
development proposals in the future for Great Nicobar Island (such as trans-
shipment/container terminal, etc), the welfare and integrity of the Shompen community
should be given priority and be reviewed in consultation with the Department of Tribal
Welfare and Andaman Adim Janjati Vikas Samiti (AAJVS) and the Ministry of Tribal
Affairs”. This is being followed in letter and spirit.

YT Fifd 2015 T 6.3 F 98 WY HRT § P “Hiow & I AP eaR gt R a8 TR R
fae vRamal (o Tie-Riode/dheR cfifa onfe) & ey &, =MWUe Tgr & HT iR
SRSl DI YT 2 S TR 3R 5B THIET TASITIT SHedTul [AHTT, ISH 3MfeH
STt faer Ifiifa (AAJVS) SR ST S wared @ R Hab & S ARt 39
qufa: ] far S TET 8|

In its observations, the Empowered Committee has clearly stated that the interests of tribal
population will not be affected adversely and that the displacement of tribals would not be
allowed.
3O AIh! & RTad AT 3 WY a1 § fob S srare & Rt W ufage wqa =gl
TS 3R SHfaal 1 faRiee et g1 feam S|
The decision to develop Great Nicobar Island has been taken after a comprehensive
consideration of its ecological, social, and strategic aspects.

! faw R & &1 Al s wifRufas, arfere ok Turifas wggsit
TR A9 IR & a1¢ foram T g
The project is of national and strategic importance, is expected to accelerate holistic
development, will generate employment, and will position the Islands not only from

trategic and defence point of view but also from economic point of view.
3R Yorifae Ugd o1 8, SUS THT AP &1 i ¢, AR o FHA

aﬁ?ﬁ%‘rﬁqmwﬁﬁwsﬁw&nmﬁaﬁs anffe efpwion ﬂﬂwaamﬁﬁ
3Hie gl

This is about only 2% of the total area of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. Further, 130.75
sq. km of forest area is proposed to be diverted for the project which is only approximately
1.82% of the total forest area of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

Tg 3fsHH 3R PR iUl & $ 8T BT Had 2% &1 3Tb 3(@TdT, RIS & forg
130.75 91 feit a9 &= & uRafdd H &1 UAd §, S $ot 97 &F T AT 1.82% g

As in the guidelines of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980, the States/Union Territories
with forest land of more than 75% of their respective total geographical area, shall not be
insisted upon for providing non-forest land for raising compensatory afforestation.

I (&) fTTH, 1980 & fe=nfEw & SR, S Tsai/dbg <Miid ue i & 39 oa
ﬁﬁgmaawn%@&MW%%,mmm%mﬁv-aq@éﬁwaﬁﬂﬁ
ST |
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e The Andaman and Nicobar Islands have a recorded forest cover of more than 75% of their
geographical area, and the compensatory afforestation is proposed to be raised in other
States in conformity with the aforesaid guideline. Land measuring 97.30 sq. km has been
identified in Haryana for diversion of phase | of forest land measuring 48.65 sq. km.

3 3R FBIaR 1at & 3% HIMeie &7 &1 75% ¥ 31l o &7 3ol § 3R Ufawme
TR I Fa=T-FGT & SFER
eRaTon & Rifgd &1 71 B, W6 48.65 @it fbelt o &= % yuH TR P UfAURUr /G SUTNT €I

e The total estimated number of trees in 130.75 sq.km of forest land to be diverted is 18.65
lakh. However, the maximum estimated number of trees to be felled in 49.86 sq. km is 7.11
lakh. As per clearance conditions, 65.99 sq. km shall be retained as green area wherein no
tree felling is envisaged.

130.75 91

3177 It § faa ST RaTfad €1 97.30 At faeet ufyy

it o &= 7 A P UST Y T 18.65 WA © | BIelifch, 49.86 ¥ fopeit

&7 H HfIHTH 7.11 AT US| B HeTs Bl AN 8| Wipld Wdl &b TAR 65.99 T fopelt &=
P BT &F FIT T ST, Tl [l U Bt Hels gl Bl Se |
e Studies by Zoological Survey of India, Botanical Survey of India, SACON, Wildlife

Institute of India confirm ecological research. These are reputed government
organisations with decades of work in the islands.
YR YTFOT A&I0T, YIRTTTT It Ad&ToT, SACON, HIRTI a=geild HeIT §RI fhy 1Y
ST IR RNy BT g B 81 T S=1Hh! J giUt & H1H &R I Ufaffd IRPRY |16 5|

Can vultures help prevent pandemics?

How do vultures reduce the risk of disease spillover? What does their decline mean for public health? Why is protecting vultures cheaper than fighting

outbreaks? Can communities be frontline actors in their protection?

EXPLAINER
Ratul Saha

The story so far:

hen most of us think of
pandemic preparedness,
images of vaccines,
laboratories, and health

workers in protective gear spring to mind.
Rarely do we picture a bird, wings
outstretched, circling high in the sky. Yet,
one of South Asia’s guardians of public
health is the vulture, nature’s most
efficient waste manager.

Where are India’s vultures?

For centuries, vultures have played a vital
role in keeping landscapes clean and
preventing the spread of pathogens like
anthrax, Clostridium botulinum, and
rabies. Photos of carcass dumping sites
with hundreds of vultures jostling for a
meal were common in the 1980s. In India,
the population once numbered over 40
million, but since the 1990s, it has
declined by more than 95% due to
diclofenac use. This loss is more than an
ecological concern; it represents a
slow-burning public health challenge,
tying biodiversity decline to the risk of
future pandemics.

India’s vulture populations are part of
the Central Asian Flyway (CAF), a
migratory route connecting breeding
grounds in Central Asia to wintering areas
across South Asia. This corridor spans
more than 30 countries and is traversed
by millions of migratory birds each year.
When vultures and other raptors move
along this flyway, they link ecosystems
(and disease risks) across borders. Carcass
dumps, stopover sites, or poorly managed
landflls can quickly turn into spillover
hotspots, highlighting why the issue is
regional in scope. The CAF is therefore a
biodiversity and a public health corridor.
Aligning conservation with pandemic
prevention along this flyway offers a

Conservation programmes for vultures remain underfunded in the global arena. FILE PHOTO

unique opportunity to address risks at
scale while strengthening global health
security.

However, the ambition to act regionally
is undermined by structural and financial
gaps. Conservation programmes for
vultures remain underfunded and
fragmented in the global arena, with
limited integration into national One
Health strategies. Infrastructure risks,
particularly electrocution from power
lines and poisoning from toxic veterinary
drugs, persist unchecked.

How are vultures related to
pandemics?

As India’s National Action Plan for Vulture
Conservation (2016-25) nears campletiun,
the next phase offers an opportunity to
position vulture conservation as integral
to pandemic preparedness. Vultures
protect public health by removing
carcasses that could otherwise fuel
zoonotic spillover.

As the first animals to encounter
carcasses, they can play a pivotal role in
surveillance and safe carcass
management. Yet their contribution has
rarely been formalised. Communities

living alongside vultures are also critical
but underutilised partners.

Financial mechanisms have not
recognised vulture conservation as
pandemic prevention, despite the
relatively small investments required
compared to the immense costs of
outbreak response.

How can India protect its vultures?
A post-2025 national strategy could rest
on five pillars. First, nationwide satellite
telemetry to map habitats, carcass
dumps, and spillover hotspots. Second, a
Decision Support System (DSS) that
integrates wildlife, livestock, and human
health data for real-time risk analysis,
aligned with International Health
Regulations. Third, stronger cross-sector
coordination under a One Health
framework linking environment,
veterinary, and public health agencies.
Fourth, transboundary collaboration
through the CAF, aligned with
commitments under the Convention on
Migratory Species and stronger regional
disease preparedness; and finally,
community stewardship that empowers
women, youth, and local groups as

frontline actors in surveillance and
awareness.

These five pillars could conserve a
keystone species, reinforce public health
infrastructure, reduce future pandemic
risks, and align directly with the World
Health Organization South-East Asia
Regional Office Strategic Roadmap for
Health Security (2023-27).

Overall, by building on the foundations
of the current Vulture Action Plan and
embedding health security dimensions,
India can transition from species recovery
to a broader resilience framework. This
would not only conserve a keystone
species but also reduce spillover risks and
position India as a global leader in
biodiversity-linked health security.

‘What are India’s opportunities?
By integrating surveillance across human,
animal, and environmental health,
reducing the time from detection to
response, and fostering regional
collaboration, the new approach can
create systemic resilience. It could also be
cost-effective: the resources required to
protect vultures, through telemetry, safe
veterinary practices, and infrastructure
mitigation, are modest compared to the
financial and human toll of an outbreak.
‘With its large share of CAF-connected
vulture populations — including
Himalayan griffon, cinereous vultures,
and Eurasian griffon — and its
demonstrated capacity for innovation,
India can showcase how biodiversity
conservation doubles as pandemic
prevention. By scaling telemetry,
operationalising a DSS, and embedding
vulture protection into national and
regional One Health strategies, India can
also present a model that other countries
in the region, and beyond, may follow.
The presence of vultures overhead is
not only an ecological marker: it’s also a
reminder that protecting biodiversity can
protect public health
Ratul Saha is Director - Raptor
Conservation Programme, WWF-India

THE GIST

v

Vultures act as public health
guardians by swiftly removing
carcasses and reducing the risk
of zoonotic spillover from
pathogens such as anthrax and
rabies.

v

Their populations have crashed
by more than 95% since the
1990s, turning biodiversity
decline into a slow-burning
public health challenge.

v

Conserving vultures through
One Health strategies, Central
Asian Flyway collaboration,
and community stewardship is
a cost-effective way to
strengthen pandemic
preparedness and health
security.
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Can Vultures Help Prevent Pandemics?

1 Arg AR &1 AP § e HY IPhd 82

Vultures and Pandemic Preparedness

firs o wemr dars

When most of us think of pandemic preparedness, images of vaccines, laboratories, and
health workers in protective gear spring to mind.

e g0 H ¥ ST AT HeTHRY AUt & aR & Tad €, a1 A, TaRTRIEAng iR GRETHS
SUDBRN F WIS &1 Bl &= # i1t 51

Rarely do we picture a bird, wings outstretched, circling high in the sky. Yet, one of South
Asia’s guardians of public health is the vulture, nature’s most efficient waste manager.

e 8 B §H U Ueh & Heu Hd §, o URa Thal §U B 3R S 111 H Grds R gH
TR mﬁ%mm%mwvwﬁﬁwﬁaéﬁmwmw
HIWI YYD 5|

Where are India’s vultures?

HRd & firg $8r 82

For centuries, vultures have played a vital role in keeping landscapes clean and preventing
the spread of pathogens like anthrax, Clostridium botulinum, and rabies.

gfeat ¥, frg 3 ufie=y & 91 T 3R Te, TS g Sigfeqd iR Yaie o
TSHHI & Hard B A% H Headyo! YAt [y g1

Photos of carcass dumping sites with hundreds of vultures jostling for a meal were common
in the 1980s.

719 fAuer el ot adiy, Sei Aes! fiig HieH & fore firg )@ 9, 1980 & gx1e & 3y |

In India, the population once numbered over 40 million, but since the 1990s, it has declined
by more than 95% due to diclofenac use.

YRA H, i &1 3rrardl Bt 40 fafera= ¥ sifties o, dfdb1 1990 & g=1® I I7 95% & SHf¥r®
T2 TS 8, 1 FRU sTgaaithA® T SUaT 5

This loss is more than an ecological concern; it represents a slow-burning public health
challenge, tying biodiversity decline to the risk of future pandemics.

Tg &ifd raa aTifRAfe fiar 78t ¢; 98 o it St ardwif=e wara g &1 ufafHiia
Il 8, ol oia fafyerar & fRTae & ufasy 3t gl & Sites 3 Ssd &l

India’s vulture populations are part of the Central Asian Flyway (CAF), a migratory route
connecting breeding grounds in Central Asia to wintering areas across South Asia.
YR &1 g srrard} W ulRra wargd (CAF) &1 iR &, St #e ufmn § uoi+ widl! &
aféror gRrr & Mawrelt &= 9 Sire+ arar yardt anf 3|

This corridor spans more than 30 countries and is traversed by millions of migratory birds
each year.

a5 AT 30 A Sifies 3= & et § ofR &R Tt At At uféraY g1 uR o ST g

When vultures and other raptors move along this flyway, they link ecosystems (and disease
risks) across borders.

o g 3R 3 R 59 71 & Ty Taa €, a3 wafaror @ (3R 7 Sifew) o) et &
IR Sed g

Carcass dumps, stopover sites, or poorly managed landfills can quickly turn into
spillover hotspots, highlighting why the issue is regional in scope.

19 fUe Rd, 319 R, I1 W19 Fafid dsfra seat 3 fRIaiaR giewle & 9qd 9ad
&, I6 axIfaT § b I8 e &t TR R 1 Heayyi g

The CAF is therefore a biodiversity and a public health corridor.

$IIY, CAF T ia fafayar ik Ardwife w@rea art g

Aligning conservation with pandemic prevention along this flyway offers a unique
opportunity to address risks at scale while strengthening global health security.
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Y AN TR &1 ! WETHRY AHYUTH & 1Y SIS TP SIST a8 UM ol g, fored)

STEHT T AU TR WR HSIAd a1 o I SR A warea R &1 Holgd a1 o 9 |

However, the ambition to act regionally is undermined by structural and financial gaps.

%s’raﬁép‘ £ TR TR BT R B TR & ) WP AR R SeRTe HHAR R I
I

Conservation programmes for vultures remain underfunded and fragmented globally, with

limited integration into national One Health strategies.

st & fore TRemn srfers e wR W sroafe R ok wfea §, ik 3% W=
T IHIfaET § it U § wwied fear m g

Infrastructure risks, particularly electrocution from power lines and poisoning from toxic
veterinary drugs, persist unchecked.

$IPRETRR WIQH, Ry ¥ 9 UTaR ATg+ | Hie a7 iR wgsia uy] fafdren qarsit 3
faurean, sifrfa sA gu gl

How are vultures related to pandemics?

firg weTaTial @ $9 H&fta 37

As India’s National Action Plan for Vulture Conservation (2016-25) nears completion, the
next phase offers an opportunity to position vulture conservation as integral to pandemic
preparedness.

ORI 81 4R 1 P g WR&0T ST FIST (2016-25) T 81H b e &, 3Tl =R g
TREVT ! HETART aAr} & T Sifard S F1 3/a¥R UeH &l |

Vultures protect public health by removing carcasses that could otherwise fuel zoonotic
spillover.

g ATdeIfAe TR o1 381 a8, 3 Xal &1 ST Sl 39T JaR) o Aget o A9
e § g B 9ad §

As the first animals to encounter carcasses, they can play a pivotal role in surveillance and
safe carcass management.

g SHaR) & U | S 74} § firerd 7, 3 PRI oiR QRfera <ra wees o Asayul Yyt
fur g&a B

Yet their contribution has rarely been formalised.

fohx 1, 37T NTeH e & Fift Sitanive = B [T U g g

Communities living alongside vultures are critical but underutilised partners.

gl & U 87 aTel AT Ayl § A ored It WgieR s gU g

Financial mechanisms have not recognised vulture conservation as pandemic prevention,
despite relatively small investments compared to the immense costs of outbreak response.
forita < 7 il TReror o) WeT) AUt & = & Hr=ua 81 € 8, gTetif 39 g
3UEIHd Bc FA=T Bt Sa=aehdr gt 8, S Wbty ufafehar &1 faxma antd &1 a1 & S0 8|

How Can India Protect Its Vultures?

YR 30+ Rl B} T8 4 B Gbdl 82

A post-2025 national strategy could rest on five pillars.

%2025 & §IG DI ?TgTq oI (national strategy) 9id Ul (five pillars) TR 3{1UTRd g gl
|

First, nationwide satellite telemetry to map habitats, carcass dumps, and spillover

hotspots.

UgdT, [N <X H AedTge AR (satellite telemetry) & HIEIH ¥ 3TATH (habitats), qd TRRT

IR (carcass dumps), 3R A7 g & ETEWTEW (spillover hotspots) &I EIEICEWE

Second, a Decision Support System (DSS) that integrates wildlife, livestock, and human
health data for real-time risk analysis, aligned with International Health Regulations.

TR, U fufg Jwd= yurredt (Decision Support System, DSS) S a=asitg (wildlife),
I (livestock), 3R HTHE ITRA (human health) S¢1 &1 Sad-esd Sifaw faxawor
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(real-time risk analysis) & ﬁ‘lﬁ\‘rﬁ?ﬁﬂ % 3R 3@ GI?R?T@TI ey fraHy (International
Health Regulations) & ST -7 T %

Third, stronger cross-sector coordination under a One Health framework linking
environment, veterinary, and public health agencies.

TRRT, a1 TR g (One Health framework) & dgd Holgd &g gu=ag (cross-sector
cogrdination), St gafaRor (environment), TI'{I fafeen (veterinary), 3R ArdwIfe WY
Eﬁﬁl’*ﬁ (public health agencies) CARSIELI] %I

Fourth, transboundary collaboration through the CAF, aligned with commitments under the
Convention on Migratory Species and stronger regional disease preparedness.

a*rzn, CAF & H1e0d ¥ IR W’iﬂ'ﬂ (transboundary collaboration), S 'FI'I?[aEﬂ i=fe

HAIA (Convention on Migratory Species) ¥ ded ufaagdrsi ek Holdd &g A A

(regional disease preparedness) & SRS gl
Fifth, community stewardship that empowers women, youth, and local groups as
frontline actors in surveillance and awareness.
giadt, TYGTR® TIEUT (community stewardship) ST Af@T3if (women), gatait (youth),
MR = '\‘T&?f (local groups) ﬁ@ﬁ&rﬂr 3R SRR=&Hdr (surveillance and awareness)
T thedrs TaeH (frontline actors) & ¥U H ad ST
These five pillars could conserve a keystone species, reinforce public health
infrastructure, reduce future pandemic risks, and align with the WHO South-East Asia
Regional Office Strategic Roadmap for Health Security (2023-27).
3 Ui T (five pillars) U T TSI (keystone species) FT TREU HR Tabvd g,
W@ gl (public health infrastructure) CAl Hgd hX Iahd &, Ui & weTrt
SR (pandemic risks) & HH TR Thd &, 3R WHO §fér-yd ulkr esfta srafaa #t
U ASAY (2023-27) F 3FT B GHd & |
By building on the foundations of the current Vulture Action Plan and embedding health

security dimensions, India can transition from species recovery to a broader resilience
framework.

JAH Vulture Action Plan @1 =itd TR fAufur 3R Tarear gRefm uggsit (health security
dimensions) DI A DR, YR TSR TI¥&R (species recovery) ¥ e geARNedr
i (resilience framework) H THHUT B Jobd ¢ |

This approach would conserve a keystone species, reduce spillover risks, and position
India as a global leader in biodiversity-linked health security.

g DB Y- WS (keystone species) FT TREUN BT, I BATT BT WeRT (spillover
risks) FH BT, 3R YR ! wia fafaear-Tefia warea Jrem # Afye AT (global leader)
& ¥U d WIfd S|

What Are India’s O _portunities?
YR & 3G T 82

Integrating surveillance across human, animal, and environmental health, reducing the
time from detection to response, and fostering regional collaboration can create
systemic resilience.

HTAd, U] 3R TgfaRu WAy (human, animal, and environmental health) ffﬁ&'IUT
(surveillance) ! THIHd HA1, TdT T I UiATHAT % & THI (time from detection to

response) B HH BT, AR ST FganT (regional collaboration) Dl geral ¢ Riefis

(systemic resilience) -1 J&h dl %‘I
The approach is cost-effective, as protecting vultures via telemetry, safe veterinary
practices, and infrastructure mitigation requires modest resources compared to the
financial and human toll of an outbreak.

Tg VP01 ARTA-UHTAT (cost-effective) g, Fife é?ﬂ'ﬁ'gﬁ (telemetry), ﬁ?‘f&lﬁ | ferferer
UYTY (safe veterinary practices), 3R Qﬁ'q'lﬂ T YUK (infrastructure mitigation) &
ey ¥ Gl &1 [Re A & AT siiaxaes dareE, AerarRt & fadia oik ura g
(financial and human toll of an outbreak) P KL e i

With a large share of CAF-connected vulture populations — including Himalayan griffon,
cinereous vultures, and Eurasian griffon — and demonstrated innovation capacity,
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India can showcase biodiversity conservation as pandemic prevention.

¥3 e & W1y CAF-Hafra frg 3mard} (CAF-connected vulture populations) — fS/aH
feuraa= Rt (Himalayan griffon), Redtera firs (cinereous vultures), MR u;aﬁmq
Rt (Eurasian griffon) BB % — 3R Wﬁh Ad™IR &HdT (demonstrated innovation
capacity) & 1Y, HRd Wia fafaerdar TR&T &1 AETHRY AHYUTH (pandemic prevention) &
U T yeiid &R gl g

e By scaling telemetry, operationalising a DSS, and embedding vulture protection into national
and regional One Health strategies, India can present a model for other countries to follow.

TATT (telemetry) @1 SGIaR, DSS HI

3R &g

3 SN & fTU U ATSd (model) U IR THdT 5|
e The presence of vultures overhead is an ecological marker and a reminder that protecting
biodiversity protects public health.

I T Hicgert

PTaIf<ad (operationalising DSS) 3, GhTQT@U
1 TaTRY ITHIfGAY (One Health strategies) H g TRe0T &1 TMHT FRp, HRA

TIfRUfI® ddas (ecological marker) 8 3R 7g 1g feard ¢ f Sa

fafqerar 1 vem s Irdifae ey $1 &1 HIAT % (protecting biodiversity protects
public health)|

“Working to blend isobutanol with
diesel after ethanol blending failed’

Saptaparno Ghosh
NEW DELHI

The Automotive Research
Association of India (ARAID)
is working to explore the
possibility of blending 10%
isobutanol with diesel, Un-
ion Minister for Transport
Nitin Gadkari said on
Thursday.

Speaking at the annual
conclave of the India Sugar
and Bio-Energy Manufac-
turers Association (ISMA),
Mr. Gadkari said whilst
trials of blending one-tenth
ethanol with diesel was not
successful, other than the
isobutanol blend, it was al-
so being explored for a po-
tential standalone use.
Isobutanol is an alcoholic
compound with flammable
properties, and is com-
monly used as a solvent in

Nitin Gadkari

many industries including
paints and coating.

Mr. Gadkari’s announce-
ment comes amid the
backlash the government
received for petrol blended
with ethanol at 20%.

He also said that tractor
companies and agricultu-
ral equipment manufactur-
ers had expressed eager-
ness to explore a flex fuel
combination of CNG and

isobutanol at a recent
meeting. Mr. Gadkari said
using corn to create an eth-
anol blend was a success,
adding farmers had earned
more than ¥42,000 crore,
with prices spiking from
¥1,200/quintal to “ ¥2,600-
2,800/quintal” since they
commenced blending.
Union Minister for Con-
sumer Affairs, Food and
Public Distribution Pral-
had Joshi urged biofuel
producers to increase pro-
duction and look to enter
the global market to export
ethanol. ISMA president
Gautam Goel urged the go-
vernment to consider,
among other things, align-
ing the fair and remunera-
tive price (FRP) of sugar-
cane in line with the rising
(procurement) costs of
cane. The industry body

chief also sought the go-
vernment to consider revi-
sion in the minimum sup-
port price of sugarcane,
and increasing the permis-
sible export quota in the
sugar season 2025-26.

‘Healthy harvests’

Sugar production in 2025-
2026 season (October 1,
2025 to September 30,
2026) is likely to be 349
lakh tonnes, which will be
significantly more than the
production in the current
year (2024-25).

ISMA said that with a fa-
vourable monsoon and
healthy growth, the crops
in Maharashtra and Karna-
taka are expected to yield

healthy harvests.
(With inputs from Soun-
dariya Preetha in

Coimbatore)
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‘Working to blend isobutanol with diesel after ethanol
blending failed’

TAAT FAryor fawd g1 & q1¢ Steid & 91y JATgAIgeHid
TR e @ P

e The Automotive Research Association of India (ARAI) is working to explore the
possibility of blending 10% isobutanol with diesel, Union Minister for Transport Nitin
Gadkari said on Thursday.
sferifed frad TaiRiexr ot SfEar (ARAI) SI9d & 1Y 10% SMgAIsge™Ia o fagor
DT GUIGT BT TdT A & U HTH FR I8! 6, T8 a1 peid uikae W fAfaq tead A Tar
Dl Fall

e Speaking at the annual conclave of the India Sugar and Bio-Energy Manufacturers
Association (ISMA), Mr. Gadkari said whilst trials of blending one-tenth ethanol with
diesel was not successful, other than the isobutanol blend, it was also being explored
for a potential standalone use.

31301 IFR Te I -uelf Agthaassd THfRURE (1ISMA) & arffe I@e & aiad gu, 6t
TEHL A Fel (& Sord & Up-gaai AT YT & USI&01 A% d A8l gU, A
JTSAgETIA fAYT & SHATAT, 3P AP IUART &1 HHIGAT B Hf TS BT o1 & &

e Isobutanol is an alcoholic compound with flammable properties, and is commonly
used as a solvent in many industries including paints and coating
TSI T HIG® TS ¢ R Saerite qureld 8, aﬁ?@ﬂtéﬁ?ﬁﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁ
F3 I B fIaras & U SR W 3XTd {61 STl g

e Mr. Gadkari’s announcement comes amid the backlash the government received for
petrol blended with ethanol at 20%.
ot TeHI B GO TY TG TS § Td GRBR B 20% TAATS A3 Ve W Sirare=n &1
HTHAT HRATUSTI

e He also said that tractor companies and agricultural equipment manufacturers had
expressed eagerness to explore a flex fuel combination of CNG and isobutanol at a
recent meeting.
351 g 1t HgT b 3Tt €t B 98 H daer Hufal 3R HfY Iuwwor fAutarey 3 dheash
3R YT F T WA FAISTH B JUIGHT AT P F5T I B |

e Mr. Gadkari said using corn to create an ethanol blend was a success, adding farmers
had earned more than ¥42,000 crore, with prices spiking from ¥1,200/quintal to ¥2,600-
2,800/quintal since they commenced blending.
oft TEHI 7 BT & AFBT BT IUTNT T TAATS FAYOT TR FH=A1 Wh e g7, 3R T9H
faTT 7 242,000 HAS T 31fUF HATY, TUT BIHG 21,200 Ufe fhed A TgH 22,600-2,800
ufd e 81 7S, 519 ¥ fArgor 3R gan|

¢ Union Minister for Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution Pralhad Joshi urged
biofuel producers to increase production and look to enter the global market to export
ethanol.
ST TS, T 3R Ardwif=e faaor 7= uegTe Sl 3 ariwge Sargs! 3 Idre
T2 3R A ATk F FAN X WaHTe Fratd s & ardte

o ISMA president Gautam Goel urged the government to consider, among other things,
aligning the fair and remunerative price (FRP) of sugarcane in line with the rising
(procurement) costs of cane.

STSTHTAT 3L TMaH MAd PR Y SR a1 s o/ a1ai & wry-ary, 73 &Y Fedt
T AN & IR T $T IR 3R AIHSRY Yo (FRP) & ARG $H4 IR f3aR fan
d|

o The industry body chief also sought the government to consider revision in the
minimum support price of sugarcane, and increasing the permissible export quota in
the sugar season 2025-26.

ST Ta Ua = WReR § 38 o eIy e o 73 1 <graw wad 9o o adten ot
WY 3R =T HeT 2025-26 H frafa dier sgm R AR fear sy
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e ‘Healthy harvests’

e Sugar production in 2025-2026 season (October 1, 2025 to September 30, 2026) is likely
to be 349 lakh tonnes, which will be significantly more than the production in the
current year (2024-25).

T IdTE 2025-2026 IS (1 LR 2025 A 30 FdaR 2026) T 349 TR e 5 B
THTEAT §, ST I HT Y (2024-25) & IdTe I BTWT 3ifIe g

¢ ISMA said that with a favourable monsoon and healthy growth, the crops in
Maharashtra and Karnataka are expected to yield healthy harvests.

1 %31 [ Srggd AR 3R 3t gfS & PRU AERIY 3R FAfes § Gad
IS UGMAR ¢ BT WUEGT 5 |
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